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GOV. LEPAGE SUPPORTS
OFFSHORE DRILLING
by Steve Mistler
First published by the Portland Press
Herald, February 19. Reprinted with
permission
Gov. Paul LePage has joined a coalition of governors supporting offshore
drilling and exploration for oil and
natural gas. The Outer Continental
Shelf Governors Coalition announced
Thursday that LePage had become
the first governor from the Northeast
to join the group. The coalition receives support from the Consumer
Energy Alliance, a Houston nonprofit
formed in 2006.
CEA represents over 200 corporate
interests, including oil companies
such as Shell, Chevron and BP, and
has received significant funding from
the American Petroleum Institute,
the American Gas Alliance and the
American Fuel & Petrochemical
Manufacturers, according to its 2011
and 2012 tax records.

2014 RECORD YEAR FOR VALUE
OF LOBSTER LANDINGS

Adrienne Bennett, LePage’s spokeswoman, said that the governor “believes we must secure energy independence and he is particularly
interested in the exploration of natural gas.” She added, “We’ve got to
move toward a low-carbon energy
future. He believes natural gas is a
good choice and it can play an important role in lowering Maine’s energy
costs, particularly heating costs for
Mainers.”
The LePage administration has not
announced specific initiatives related to the offshore drilling of oil
and natural gas. However, the coalition that LePage joined Thursday has
been a leading advocate in encouraging the Obama administration to
open portions of the Atlantic coast to
drilling.
Potential for drilling off Maine
On January 27, the Obama adminis-

DMR press release
For the third year in a row and only
the third time ever, Maine lobster
fishermen landed over 120 million
pounds, with a record overall value
of $456,935,346, according to preliminary landings data reported by
the Maine Department of Marine
Resources (DMR).
At $3.69 per pound, the landed value
represented an improvement of 79
cents per pound over 2013, the largest one-year increase in per pound
value since DMR and the National
Marine Fisheries Service began keeping records. The one-year jump in
overall value ($86,653,573) was more
than the total value of the lobster
fishery 21 years earlier.

also Maine’s coastal economy,” said
Governor Paul R. LePage.

“The Maine lobster industry’s longstanding commitment to responsible harvesting practices continues
to sustain not only this fishery but

DMR is reporting bonuses again this
year; although that figure only includes just over half of Maine’s lobster co-operatives, the total is more

Continued on page 19

Lobster landings remain over 120
million pounds and the value per
pound is up. UMaine photo.

Continued on page 22

We’re looking for 2015 Maine lobster
and crab supply.
See back page.
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THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A “MAINE LOBSTER” FROM AWAY.

NEW DIRECTOR AT DMR
BUREAU OF MARINE
SCIENCE
By Melissa Waterman
In February, Carl Wilson, 41, became the new director of the
Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Bureau of Marine Science.
The Bureau comprises the Biological Monitoring and Assessment,
Sea-Run Fisheries and Habitat, and Marine Education divisions.
Wilson has been the department’s lead lobster biologist
for the past fifteen years.
Many years before that he had
been a sunburned kid whiling
away the long days exploring
Isle au Haut from his family’s summer house. Back in
the late 1970s Carl’s father,
University of Maine economist Jim Wilson, was meeting with island lobstermen to
learn more about the social
and economic elements of
Maine’s lobster fishery. “My
dad was working with Lawson
Bridges [of Head Harbor]. He
was on the island one day having lunch with Lawson and
asked him if there were any
houses for sale. As it turned
Continued on page 17
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Carl Wilson in his new office. Photo
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President’s

NOTES

COASTAL OUTLOOK Thoughts from MLCA President Patrice McCarron

March is the time of year when Mainers begin thinking
thoughts of spring. This winter has been a hard one, with a
steady parade of snowstorms and frigid temperatures. This
month signals the moment when the air begins to warm,
the ground to thaw, and we turn our sights to the promise
of a new fishing season.
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In Landings this month we turn our sights to the new
Department of Marine Resources Bureau of Marine Science
director Carl Wilson. Wilson served as the department’s
lobster biologist for 15 years. During that time he started
or expanded several research programs focused on the lobster’s lifecycle, programs that have significantly changed
our understanding of
Maine’s lobster populations. He took up his new
position in February.
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Get noticed in
LANDINGS!
2015 Advertising Rates
Full page (10 x 14.65 inches)

$945

Half page (10 x 7.35 inches)

$500

Quarter page (4.9 x 7.35 inches) $280
Eighth page (4.9 x 3.5 inches)

$165
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Color ads are an additional $75. Discount for
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Landings also features an
update on lobster science
from DMR sea sampling
coordinator
Kathleen
Reardon. Drawing on
several different surveys,
Reardon’s data shows
that lobster stocks are
still thriving, and the
juvenile population remains robust.

Creatures other than human beings can suffer “the bends”
when brought to the surface from ocean depths too
quickly. Cod and cusk, which occasionally find their way
into lobster traps, suffer the effects from decompression
and may die if not properly returned to the ocean bottom
and released. A team of University of Maine researchers is
working with lobstermen to find ways to keep these fish
from dying in order to protect the stocks.
One fish stock that received a favorable review recently is
menhaden. After making a sharp cut in 2012 in the quota for menhaden, a migratory fish valued as lobster bait,
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission reassessed the model used
to estimate the health
of the stock. The revised
assessment, released in
December 2014, indicated that menhaden
are doing quite well and
are not overfished. This
is great news for lobstermen throughout New
England.

We also hear this month
from Lobster Council of
Canada executive director Geoff Irvine. Lobster
landings remain high in
We also continue catchthe Maritime Provinces.
ing up with participants
Several regions have
in last year’s Lobster
achieved
Marine
Leadership
Institute.
It’s been a cold, hard winter but spring really is just around the
Stewardship
Council
cerTwelve young men and
corner! Bob Dennis photo.
tification for their lobster
women took part in the
fishery and others are exInstitute, which included
pected
to
be
certifi
ed
soon.
In
addition,
Canada is making
a trip to visit lobstermen on Prince Edward Island. This
strides
toward
developing
a
national
branding
campaign
month we talk with Dustin Delano, who made major
changes in his life and became more involved in the indus- for its lobster as well as setting up a funding strategy to pay
for that campaign.
try after participating in the Institute.
Science plays such a large role in the fishing world, a role
that many might not realize. In this month’s Landings, we
feature an article on a new type of computer model developed by scientists at NOAA’s Northeast Science Center and
used to predict climate change. The new “high-res” model
provides a much more precise assessment of the impact
that global climate change will have on the Gulf of Maine
than was available previously. The prediction suggests that
the Gulf will become much warmer toward the end of this
century than earlier forecasts predicted.

The Maine Lobstermen’s Association provides updates on
a variety of issues, and provides a one stop summary of the
federal whale regulations. And finally, MLA provides information on how to prepare for your tax filing given the
changes brought about under the Affordable Care Act.
We hope you enjoy this issue. Please feel free to contact us
with your ideas for new stories or send us your letters to
share your thoughts on our articles and columns.
Think spring!

The advertising deadline is the
second Monday of each month.
Please contact
Melissa Waterman
(melissa@mainelobstermen.org
or 967-6221) for more information.

Maine Lobstermen’s
Community Alliance
P.O. Box 315
Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-6221
www.mlcalliance.org

MLCAlliance is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, established in
2010, which achieves its charitable mission through programs in
education, research and charity.

MLCA fosters thriving coastal
communities and preserves
Maine’s lobstering heritage
Send your support to:
Maine Lobstermen’s Community Alliance | P.O. Box 315 | Kennebunk, Maine | 04043 | www.mlcalliance.org
The MLCA invites you to support Maine’s
lobster industry. Donations of $25 or more
include a subscription to Landings.
Donation $
Please note amount. Check or credit card
accepted.
MLCA is a 501 (c) 3 non-proﬁt charitable
organization.

Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Email
Phone
Credit Card #
Expiration

Security Code
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN:

By Geoff Irvine
2015 is shaping up to be a breakthrough year for the lobster sector in
Canada – can we seize the momentum?
After many years of study, planning
and organization, the current discussion on how to collect levies and fees
from the lobster sector in Canada
shows that the industry is poised for
a new age of cooperation, collaboration and advancement.
The challenge now is to stay the
course, find a practical way to make
it happen, focus on branding Canada
and finally fund a professional and
pro-active industry group that works
for all in the Canadian lobster sector.
We constantly remind ourselves that
everything in the industry is connected to everything else, making
provincial and sectoral boundaries
meaningless. Our friends in Maine
have come together to invest in marketing and promotion already. Can
we in Canada put a national program
ahead of individual and regional interests?
Since the beginning of the Lobster
Council of Canada (LCC) in 2010,
a dedicated group of lobster sector
leaders (harvesters, dealers, processors and live shippers) have worked
tirelessly to build a foundation of

Update from the Lobster Council of Canada

governance and process that would
allow for a united and organized response to the issues of the day. With
such a diverse and fragmented stakeholder base (Maine, at least, is only
one state!), this task has not been
easy. Compromises have been necessary, priorities have taken time to
finalize and as usual in a federal system like we have in Canada, politics
and the political cycle sometimes get
in the way of consistent progress. In
general most of the industry wants
to invest in itself and wants to focus
on market access, marketability and
marketing and promotion. Yet a leap
of faith is needed; the time to make
that leap is now.
While we often talk about all the
challenges in the lobster sector, it
is important also to review all the
progress that has been made in the
last 12 months. The Canadian lobster industry has a new brand with a
consistent message focused on sustainability, food safety, the pristine
environment where we harvest and
pack lobster, the people who make
this their life’s work and the wide
variety of high quality products that
we offer the world. By April we hope
to have achieved MSC certification
for all Lobster Fishing Areas in Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick (joining
Prince Edward Island, the Magdalen
Islands and the offshore fishery)

which will add another dimension to
our brand story.
The LCC has recently completed
projects focused on quality grading
( from the boat to the first buyer),
automation (to help deal with our
chronic labour shortage) and traceability (to adhere to global demands).
We also have just completed a framework for a marketing strategy that
provides the industry with answers
to longstanding marketing and promotion questions: In what countries
should we focus our efforts? Should
we engage with the trade or directly
with consumers and, if so, is retail
more important than foodservice?
What about cruise lines, casinos?
The ‘buy local’ movement? What tactics should we employ? We now have
a strategy that is ready to go as soon
as we find a way to put our pennies
on the table to make it happen.
Which brings us to the winter of 2015.
Each sector within each province is
working through or has finished a
process to determine support for an
industry levy (or fee) collected from
harvesters and buyers to invest in
marketing, promotion, research and
the priorities of the LCC and the lobster sector. It appears that a different
mechanism will be in place in each
province based on their individual
realities.

Geoff Irvine is the Executive
Director of the Lobster Council
of Canada, which is located in
Halifax. Photo courtesy of LCofC.
The harvesters on Prince Edward
Island are using the Natural Products
Marketing Act provisions to start a
marketing board to allow for levy collection from themselves. The buyers
can take advantage of an amendment
to the Fisheries Act that will be affirmed in the spring sitting of the legislature to collect from themselves. In
New Brunswick the provincial government is looking at a new piece of
legislation that would allow any sector to collect from themselves if they
so desire. Newfoundland would likely
collect from the harvesters through
their union system; the buyers remain to be consulted on the matter.
In Nova Scotia, there is strong sup-

Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency
We are a full-service independent insurance
insurance
agency providing personal, commercial,
commercial,
business & marine insurance.

t VERY
RY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS
t 8JEF3BOHFPG1BDLBHF0QUJPOT
8JE 3
G1 L
0 UJ
t /FX7FTTFM 0MEFS7FTTFM*ODMVEJOH8PPE
Construction - we can obtain coverage for
any well maintained boat
We specialize in Lobster Boats, Draggers, Scallopers,
Gil
Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - D
DEDICATED TO SERVICE
643PVUF'BMNPVUI .&5FM
.&5FMt5FMt'BY
/PSUI8BUFS4USFFU /FX#FEGPSE ."5FM
."5FMt5FMt'BY
Dam
With affiliated offices in Damariscotta,
Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com
www.smithw
BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RAT
RATES
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE

t COMPETITIVE RAT
RATES
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t

BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES
RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE

RATES
RATES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE RATES AND
t COMPETITIVE RAT
A ES AND BROAD COVERAGE t COMPETITIVE
COMPE

COMPETITIVE RATES AND
COMPE

Continued on page 22

Page 4 | LANDINGS | March 2015

DMR UPDATE ON LOBSTER SCIENCE
By Melissa Waterman
For several years now the Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has presented a summary of its lobster science data to Maine lobstermen during the winter months. DMR follows the lobster through different stages of its life through
various sampling programs including the settlement index, ventless trap surveys and sea sampling program. In February, Kathleen Reardon, Lobster Sea
Sampling and Ventless Survey Coordinator for DMR, provided a summary of
data through 2014 to the seven lobster zone councils.
Reardon picked up where DMR left off last year when the conclusions drawn
from the data through 2013 provided an unsettling outlook for the industry
with an increase in the incidence of shell disease; a decrease in the V-notching
rate; the lobster settlement index showed decreasing densities of young-ofthe-year lobsters; and juvenile lobster numbers were up, particularly in eastern
Maine.
Cod Bycatch
In 2014 DMR had to tackle a controversial topic due to the New England
Fisheries Management Council’s sharp reduction in October in the codfish
quota: how many codfish are caught in lobster traps? The figure trumpeted
in newspaper reports was one with which the DMR disagreed. “That estimate
of cod bycatch did not consider spatial or seasonal impacts or trips without
bycatch observed,” Reardon explained.
Based on trip level reporting of landings, which has been required of lobster
dealers since 2008, and sea sampling results, DMR was able to better characterize when and where cod bycatch occurs in the lobster fishery, she continued.
“The new estimate for bycatch in the inshore lobster fishery is significantly lower than the earlier estimate,” Reardon said. “We have been able to use data that
we have to show that bycatch is a rare occurrence.” DMR’s data indicate that
lobster traps set in the summer rarely have many cod in them when hauled.
In the spring, when cod may be spawning, most lobster traps are still out of
the water. In order to gather more data on the question of bycatch mortality,
however, DMR plans to begin characterizing what happens to bycatch brought
up in lobster traps beginning this summer as part of its sea sampling program.
Shell Disease
Lobster shell disease, which afflicts up to 30% of lobsters in southern New
England, dropped slightly in 2014, affecting less than 1% of Maine lobster.

“Spatially the western lobster zones were seeing more shell disease in the last
few years, around 2% in 2013. But both [zones F and G] were under 2% in 2014,”
Reardon reported. Zone E remained about the same (slightly below 1.5%). In
the eastern lobster zones, shell disease remained under 0.5%. These data were
based on lobsters examined in the sea sampling program.
V-notching
The decline in V-notched egg-bearing
lobsters, however, has not reversed.
Where 76% of the egg-bearing female lobsters sampled in 2000 were
V-notched, just 63% were V-notched in
2014. “As landings have increased in the
past few years, the percent of V-notched
egg-bearing lobsters has decreased,”
Reardon said. “But if you look at landings
and sea sampling data before 2008 back
to 1985, when landings increased three- A V-notched female lobster.
fold [ from 20 to 64 million pounds] the DMR photo.
percent of V-notched lobsters stayed
about the same, between 70 and 80%. So something has changed more recently.” While the percentages of v-notched egg-bearing females have a downward
trend, the catch rates of V-notched females in traps have unquestionably increased as the lobster population has expanded. Protecting egg-bearing females, Reardon pointed out, is important not only as a conservation measure
but as a component of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s ongoing stock assessment of Gulf of Maine lobster. Although V-notching females is
mandatory in Maine, uniform enforcement of the regulation is nearly impossible along Maine’s extensive coast. “Whether you V-notch or not is one of those
things that is based on your own ethics,” Reardon said. “This could be signaling
a change of attitude in the industry.”
Lobster Settlement Index
The regional lobster settlement index, begun in 1989 by University of Maine
biologist Rick Wahle, quantifies the number of newly settled lobsters on the
bottom. The density of young-of-the-year suggests what lobster landings might
be in seven years, when many of those new-born lobsters reach legal size. Data
Continued on page 10
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NEW LEADERS IN MAINE’S LOBSTER FISHERY: Dustin Delano, Monhegan
In this series we profile some of the
young men and women who took part
in the Maine Lobstermen’s Community
Alliance’s inaugural Lobster Leadership Institute in May, 2014.
By Melissa Waterman
Lobsterman Dustin Delano, 24, wanted to learn about the Canadian way
of fishing. “I was looking into how to
fish fewer traps, spend less time on
the water and increase my profits,”
he said, recalling his interest in the
Lobster Leadership Institute, which
included a trip to Prince Edward
Island (PEI). “Before I went up there, I
was big into the idea that more traps
are better.”
What he saw on the island prompted major changes in Delano’s life.
In August, 2014, he moved from his

The Monhegan lobster season runs
throughout the coldest time of the
year. Photo courtesy of D. Delano.

home in Friendship out to Monhegan
Island, population 69, where he
is renting a house and lobstering
throughout the winter months. “They
only have 300 traps on PEI. I realized
I didn’t need 800 traps but I couldn’t
do that [reduce traps] in Friendship,”
Delano explained.
He and six other lobstermen fish in
the Monhegan Lobster Conservation
Zone, 30 square miles surrounding
the island, from October 1 to early
summer and are limited to 400 traps
each. The season thus far has been
good. “The increase in price has been
a huge help,” Delano said. “It will be
interesting to see what spring brings.”
Living on an island brings with it
many changes in one’s way of life.
Delano appears to be handling those
changes well. He knows that when
the season ends and summer comes
around, he will have to put his hand
to a different line of work. So he is
studying to get his captain’s license
in order to begin a charter boat business this year. At first he was considering taking passengers out to
haul lobsters with him but, given the
strictures of the Monhegan Lobster
Conservation Zone and the feelings
of his fellow lobstermen on the island, Delano changed his plans. “I
want to run it as a sightseeing and
fishing charter business,” he said.

Dustin Delano on a cold winter’s day tending to his boat, Immanuel. Photo courtesy
of D. Delano.

In addition, Delano is studying to
become a pastor. After some time at
the University of Maine and Grove
City College, a Christian college in
Pennsylvania, Delano enrolled in an
online ministry program through

Antioch College of Church Planting
and Leadership in Iowa. “It’s a nondenominational Christian school.
I’m hoping to start a youth ministry on the island this summer with
some guys I went to Grove City
Continued on page 10

Buoys Wanted!
Maine Maritime Museum
wants to include YOU in the
largest lobstering
exhibit in the state,
opening this summer.

Photo by Sam Murfitt.

Share your story by sending us a new or freshly
painted buoy and a photo of yourself, as well as
details about who you are, where you ﬁsh, how
long you’ve been in the industry and how your
boat got its name. We also welcome photos and
videos of you at work!
Buoys can be left with your MLA representative or

dropped oﬀ at the museum: 243 Washington St. in Bath. Photos and videos can be easily uploaded at
www.dropitto.me/mainemaritime using the password "lobster".
Questions? Contact Curator of Exhibits Chris Hall at 207-443-1316 or hall@maritimeme.org.

See page XX to learn more!

243 Washington St., Bath

www.MaineMaritimeMuseum.org

(207) 443-1316
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MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
•••

Advocating for a
sustainable lobster resource
and the fishermen and
communities that depend
on it since 1954.

President: David Cousens
So. Thomaston, 207.594.7518
1st VP: Jim Dow
Bass Harbor, 207.288.9846
2nd VP: Kristan Porter
Cutler, 207.259.3306
Sec/Treasurer: Arnold Gamage, Jr.
So. Bristol, 207.644.8110
Directors
Bob Baines, Spruce Head, 596.0177
Dwight Carver, Beals, 497.2895
Gerry Cushman, Port Clyde, 372.6429
Jim Henderson, Camp Ellis, 468.4363
Robert Ingalls, Bucks Harbor, 255.3418
Mark Jones, Boothbay, 633.6054
Jason Joyce, Swan’s Island, 526.4109
Jack Merrill, Islesford, 244.4187
Tad Miller, Matinicus, 372.6941
Willis Spear, Yarmouth, 846.9279
Jay Smith, Nobleboro, 563.5208
Craig Stewart, Long Island, 846.3158
Elliott Thomas, Yarmouth, 846.6201
John Williams, Stonington, 367.2731
Donald Young, Cushing, 354.6404
Jack Young, Vinalhaven, 863.4905

Staff
•••
Executive Director
Patrice McCarron
patrice@mainelobstermen.org
Navigator
April Gilmore McNutt
april@mainelobstermen.org

Executive Assistant
Sarah Paquette
sarah@mainelobstermen.org

Maine Lobstermen’s
Association
203 Lafayette Center
Kennebunk, ME 04043
info@mainelobstermen.org
207.967.4555
www.mainelobstermen.org

Board of Directors’
meeting schedule
All meetings take place
at Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast.
MLA Annual Meeting will
be on March 6, 9 a.m., at the
Samoset Resort, Rockport.
April 1, noon.

STEAMING AHEAD
The Maine Lobstermen’s Association is holding its 61st
Annual Meeting this month. For 61 years, the MLA has
worked diligently to fulfill our mission to advocate for a
sustainable resource and the fishermen and communities
that depend on it.
I’ve been with the MLA for 15 years. I was warned by many
when I started that just as soon as you think you’ve figured
something out, it will change! I’ve come to understand that
the challenge of the unknown, coupled with a belief that
hard work will get you through just about anything, is the
draw for so many who work in this industry. As it turns out,
it’s not all that different within the MLA as well.
The MLA has earned and maintained the support of so
many lobstermen over its 61 years -- truly an amazing accomplishment. The MLA has maintained a steady presence while other industry organizations have come and
gone. We’re not miracle workers, but we’ve been careful
to invest our members’ dues where they matter -- keeping lobstermen informed and fighting to keep this fishery
strong, regardless of which issue is coming at us. Thank
you to all who continue to support us – there would be no
MLA without you!
The lobster industry has faced some big ups and downs in
recent years, but thankfully 2014 has left us in a good place.
Though official lobster landings have not been announced
as I write this, I know that last year’s landings were strong
and value is way up. We can all be thankful for that.
Yet despite the stability of the 2014 lobster season, the fisheries policy and management world has thrown more than
a few curve balls at us. As I look back over the issues we’ve
tackled on behalf of our members in recent months, I am
surprised by the sheer volume of what we’ve been involved
with.
At the federal level alone, the MLA has dealt with an unprecedented number of issues. We crossed
paths with the EPA and Congress over a
regulation that would require small vessels to have Clean Water Act permits for
vessel discharge. Fortunately, at the eleventh hour, Congress once again extended
our exemption to this permitting requirement. Let’s hope that they can make it
permanent.

in to expand the island buffer areas and avoid a seasonal
closure of Jeffrey’s Ledge and Jordan’s Basin. But not all the
feedback toward the MLA from lobstermen has been positive. It seems there are some lobstermen who missed the
nearly 50 meetings held over five years to get industry input on the development of the rules and are unclear about
how the rules evolved. MLA was at all of those meetings to
hear the thoughts of lobstermen throughout the coast and
to ensure that feedback, whether from a member or not,
was incorporated as the rules were developed. The MLA
has been there every step of the way, fighting to make sure
federal regulations don’t put Maine lobstermen out of business.
As the dust begins to settle on the whale rules, NMFS has
settled another lawsuit from the conservation community
and proposes to expand right whale critical habitat to encompass nearly the entire Gulf of Maine. MLA will oppose
that and argue to keep right whale critical habitat designations only in the whales’ important feeding areas. The MLA
is also monitoring closely an emerging issue that could impact lobster exports from Canada to the U.S., because of
that country’s lack of regulations protecting right whales.
The list doesn’t end there. The MLA continues to track the
latest Coast Guard safety regulations which require all
fishing boats operating beyond the 3-mile line to complete
the dockside safety exams by October and carry life rafts
by early next year. The MLA has taken issue with the Coast
Guard’s requirement that life rafts be repacked annually
and continues to pursue strategies to amend that requirement. We’ve also been tracking federal dredge proposals
and bait issues.
And then there is health insurance. So many Maine lobstermen still go without health insurance and put off much
needed medical attention. MLA staff are now trained to
help lobstermen understand which health insurance options are available to them under the
Affordable Care Act (ACA), and to help
those who choose to enroll in a plan. The
ACA has been a great fit for many lobstering families, though not for all. MLA’s role
has been to ensure that lobstermen can
get the information they need to make an
informed choice.

We know the issues,
we know the players,
and we are Maine
lobstermen.

Then there was the heated issue of how cod caught in
lobster traps might be affecting Gulf of Maine cod stocks.
This issue was emotional and very political. The MLA was
there to weigh in on behalf of Maine’s lobster industry. We
worked with the Department of Marine Resources, which
had data on the issue, and let the New England Fisheries
Management Council know that lobster traps are definitely not the problem when it comes to cod. The MLA has now
connected with University of Maine researchers who are
documenting the survival rate of cod (and cusk) caught as
bycatch in lobster traps. We dodged a bullet and set the
stage for science, rather than politics, to guide this issue in
the future.
The MLA then weighed in on the Council’s Essential Fish
Habitat Amendment. The Amendment describes multiple
proposals to close vast areas of the Gulf of Maine to trawl
gear, or to re-open or re-configure existing closures. The
MLA was able give Maine’s lobster industry a voice in this
confusing process. We said “no” to new closures, “no” to
opening existing closures, and “no” to any consideration
of prohibiting lobster gear from these areas now or in the
future. This Amendment has been 10 years in the making.
The process of hammering out the final version and is not
over yet, but the MLA will be there to see it through.
Then there are the whale rules. At last month’s zone council meetings I heard a lot of positive feedback regarding
how Maine fared in the latest round of whale regulations.
MLA was part of Maine’s contingent at the recent Take
Reduction Team meeting where we were able to get buy-

The federal issues have truly run the gamut. I hope that
the MLA has kept you well informed each month through
Landings. It’s important to remember that the MLA is the
only industry organization in the state that consistently
makes its voice heard on these issues. It’s a lot to keep track
of, even for an organization as mature at the MLA, but we
do our best to stretch our resources so we can be there on
those issues that could affect your livelihood.
As I’ve said before, we cover a lot of ground. The MLA
makes sure that our approach at every level is professional,
honest, straightforward and transparent. We understand
the complexity of the issues we are dealing with and the diversity of people who are involved in the process. We know
the issues, we know the players, and we are Maine lobstermen.
With 61 years under its belt, the MLA is truly a remarkable
organization. I want to thank our members and directors
who have been such loyal and staunch participants in the
success of our fishery. I believe in the Maine lobster industry and it is a privilege to work with you. I hope to see you
March 6 at our 61st Annual Meeting!
As always, stay safe on the water.
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MLA DIRECTORS MEETING
MLA Directors met on February 4 in Belfast.
University of Maine researchers Jocelyn Runnebaum
and Robert Boenish updated the Directors on their
research on barotrauma in cusk and cod caught as
bycatch in lobster traps. Runnebaum is leading a
project on cusk, funded for two years through the
Saltonstall-Kennedy grant program. The National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) assumes that all
fish die when discarded unless there is data to provide the actual rate of mortality. The University is
investigating whether or not cusk can survive recompression, since this has been successful on the
west coast with rock fish. To date, the University
has recruited nine lobstermen to fill out logbooks
providing data on cusk bycatch seven of whom also
take the researchers on their vessel. For the logbook
portion of the project, lobstermen mark locations of
cusk bycatch on their plotter, the condition of the
fish, and record depth and bottom type. The cusk is
returned to the bottom in the lobster trap. The lobstermen rehauls that trap a week later and notes
whether the cusk is still present and the condition
of the fish.
Logbook data indicate that most cusk come to the
surface alive, but barotrauma has presented most
often with bulging eyes, and in some cases stomach
eversion (hanging out of mouth or gills). Researchers
have noted that trap haul speed is not thought to
impact condition of the fish because cusk exchange
air very slowly in their system.
Preliminary results indicate that cusk survival from
recompression is about 80%, however the fish generally do not leave the traps on their own.
Researchers are seeking input from lobstermen on
simple ways to get the fish back to the bottom and
release them. They are also looking to expand this
project to investigate barotrauma in cod bycatch
this spring and are seeking lobstermen to fill out
logbooks and host researchers aboard their vessels.

pand the island buffer request to include additional
islands in Penobscot Bay (Metinic, Wood Ball, Seal,
Green Islands) and the Isles of Shoal so that singles
can be fished a ¼ mile around the islands. The Isles
of Shoal will have to add an additional unique mark
to singles fished in the buffer area. Massachusetts
and Rhode Island were successful in getting singles
back in much of their coastal waters, but will have to
provide additional gear marking for that gear.
MLA has been closely monitoring pending federal
rules which could ban the import of seafood from
any country that doesn’t have the same level of marine mammal protections in place as the U.S. MLA
has engaged the Maine Dealers Association, DMR
and other stakeholders on this issue as it could impact import of lobster from Canada to the U.S. The
proposed rule is expected this summer.
The MLA continues to work on the issue of life raft
repacking and is pursuing changing this requirement from once a year to every two or more years.
The Coast Guard requires that all vessels which operate outside state waters receive a mandatory dock
side exam by October 15, 2015. It must be renewed
every five years. Additionally, all vessels operating
beyond three miles must have a survival craft such
as a lifeboat, inflatable life raft or inflatable buoyant apparatus that keeps one out of the water by
February 16, 2016.
The MLA board voted on recipients of awards to
be given during the Maine Fishermen’s Forum and
voted unanimously in favor of the following slate of
nominees to the MLA Board. This slate of nominees
will go before the MLA membership at the Annual
Meeting on March 6.

Port

Kristan Porter Cutler

term

expires

3 -years 2018

Bobby Ingalls Bucks Harbor 3 -years 2018
John Williams Stonington

3 -years 2018

Two UMaine students, who are also lobstermen, are
working on drafting surveys for the lobster industry.
One will deal with lobstermen’s observations of shell
disease, the other with lobstermen’s observations of
cod bycatch.

Tad Miller

Matinicus

3- years 2018

Mark Jones

Boothbay

3- years 2018

David Cousens updated the board on his idea to get
feedback from the industry on how to maintain the
price and profitability of the 2014, by landing good
quality lobster and not oversupplying the market
with shedders early in the season. He outlined his
thoughts in a column printed in the February newsletter, and has talked to many lobstermen including
the Zone D Council, as well as a few dealers.
MLA clarified with Maine DMR that lobstermen
fishing in Maine pocket waters must follow Maine’s
maximum trawl limits. Similarly, pocket waters are
being treated as state waters under the Whale Plan
and are required to comply with minimum trawl
numbers for state waters rather than the more aggressive trawl numbers required in federal waters.
This will be clarified through rulemaking. Changes
will be made in existing trawl regulations so that
they do not conflict with the whale regulations.
MLA attended several public hearings on the
NEMFC habitat amendment and submitted written
comments. The MLA opposed any new closures as
well as any changes to existing closures.
Patrice reported that the January TRT meeting went
well overall, and noted that Dwight Carver and Jim
Tripp did an excellent job representing Maine lobstermen. The conservation groups proposed a seasonal closure for Jeffrey’s Ledge and Jordan Basin.
A compromise was reached to keep these areas
open to fishing, but to require unique gear marking
instead. Maine was successful in its request to ex-

Arnie Gamage S. Bristol

3 -years 2018

Dustin Delano Monhegan

3 -years 2018

Willis Spear

Yarmouth

2 -years 2017

Jack Merrill

NE Harbor

2 -years 2017

Bob Baines

Spruce Head

2- years 2017

Gerry Cushman Port Clyde

2 -years 2017

Jack Young

1 -year 2016

Vinalhaven

DRAFT ADDENDUM XXIV APPROVED
FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
The Commission’s February American Lobster
Management Board approved Draft Addendum
XXIV to Lobster Fishery Management Plan for public comment. The draft Addendum responds to recently finalized trap transfer regulations for the federal waters of Lobster Conservation Management
Areas 2, 3, and Outer Cape Cod. While the majority
of the implemented federal measures are based on
ASMFC recommendations and are consistent with
the management plan, there are a few measures
which required further consideration. Specifically,
the Draft Addendum includes options to better
align state and federal measures regarding the conservation tax on trap allocations when whole fishing businesses are transferred, trap allocation transfer increments, and restrictions on trap allocation
transfers among permit holders who are authorized
to fish both state and federal waters within a single
lobster management area.
The Board also approved Maryland’s request to
remove the mandatory season closure for LCMA
5 in April and May. LCMA 5 will remain closed
for February and March, and will reopen in April.
Further management for the areas will be considered when the benchmark stock assessment is finalized, which will be in 2015.
GOOD NEWS ON ATLANTIC MENHADEN

2015 MLA Directors Ballot
Name

co-exhibit. MLMC is holding a reception on Monday
night. MLMC will also participate in Culinary
Institute of America Flavor Summit.

The 2015 Atlantic menhaden benchmark assessment indicates the resource is not overfished nor
experiencing overfishing. Population fecundity, a
measure of reproductive capacity, is estimated to be
71% higher than the target value (100 trillion eggs).
Additionally, total fishing mortality is estimated to be
0.27, well below both the fishing mortality threshold
(2.98) and target (1.03). At its February meeting, the
Atlantic Menhaden Management Board approved
the benchmark stock assessment for management
use. “ Atlantic menhaden is harvested by both commercial reduction and bait fisheries. From 2010 to
2012, reduction fishery landings averaged 172,600
metric tons and are substantially lower than historical levels. Conversely, total bait landings have been
increasing in recent years, averaging about 52,900
metric tons during 2010‐2012, with peak landings of
about 63,540 metric tons in 2012. In 2013, landings
for both fisheries were reduced by 20%, consistent
with the requirements of Amendment 2.

MAINE LOBSTER MARKETING
COLLABORATIVE
The Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative
(MLMC) met in February in Rockland. MLMC continues to work with the agency Weber Shandwick to
implement a marketing plan. The goal of the marketing effort is to stabilize the price of Maine lobster.
Strategies will include building seasonal demand
when supply of Maine lobster is greatest, focusing
on provenance and the Maine story, focusing on upscale casual restaurants, and working with chefs to
keep Maine lobster on menus. The MLMC website
will be revamped and social media presence expanded.
MLMC will hold its annual meeting for the lobster industry on Friday, March 6, during the Maine
Fishermen’s Forum. MLMC will have a booth at
the Seafood Expo North America (Boston Seafood
Show) and will have four companies (Sea Salt,
Maine Coast, SeaView and The Lobster Company)

AMSFC SEEKS INPUT ON FUTURE
SHRIMP MANAGEMENT
The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s
(ASMFC) Northern Shrimp Section approved the
Continued on page 8

Page 8 | LANDINGS | March 2015

MAINE LOBSTERMEN’S ASSOCIATION UPDATE
MLA continued from page 7

Public Information Document (PID) to get input on
potential changes to shrimp management. In general, the Commission is seeking input on limited entry
for use in the future if and when the stock recovers
and the fishery is re-opened.
While the fishery is currently managed through a
total allowable catch and defined season, it remains
an open access fishery and has experienced significant fluctuations in participation over the last
30 years. The PID states, “Recently, the northern
shrimp resource has experienced three successive
years of recruitment failure. In addition, abundance
and stock biomass indices in recent years are the
lowest on record. Changing environmental conditions paired with fluctuating effort in the fishery
have resulted in uncertainties in the future status
of the northern shrimp resource. Limited entry has
been used in other fisheries to control fishing effort
which stabilizes fishing pressure on the resource.
An amendment to the plan is necessary to establish
a limited entry program in the northern shrimp fishery.”

right whales in the northwestern Atlantic Ocean,
including areas that will support calving, nursing
and feeding. The rule, issued pursuant to a courtapproved settlement agreement, would expand
the critical habitat to roughly 29,945 square nautical miles, and include northeast feeding areas in
the Gulf of Maine, Georges Bank region and calving
grounds from southern North Carolina to northern
Florida. Critical habitat identifies geographic areas

Fishermen and other interested groups are encouraged to provide input on the PID either by attending public hearings or providing written comments.
Public comment will be accepted until April 15,
2015. Public hearings have been scheduled in Maine
on March 7 at 1 p.m. at the Maine Fishermen’s
Forum; March 30 at 6 p.m. at the Casco Bay Ferry
Terminal; and in New Hampshire on March 3 at 7
p.m. at the Urban Forestry Center. The PID can be
obtained at the Commission’s website, www.asmfc.
org, under Public Input.
NMFS PROPOSES TO DESIGNATE GULF
OF MAINE AS RIGHT WHALE CRITICAL
HABITAT
NOAA press release
NOAA Fisheries has proposed to expand the designated critical habitat for endangered North Atlantic

DRAFT MARINE MAMMAL STOCK
ASSESSMENTS
NMFS released the draft Marine Mammal Stock
Assessments for 2014; public comments are due
April 29.
North Atlantic Right whales
(period from 2008-2012)
Minimum population estimate: 465
New calves: 106 [110 born and 4 died]
There has been a significant increase in the number
of catalogued whales with a growth rate of 2.8%;
“suggests a positive and slowly accelerating trend in
population size.”

As the first step in the Commission’s amendment
process, the PID provides an opportunity for the
public to identify and comment on major issues relative to the management of this species. The shrimp
PID seeks comments on five issues: limited entry
to the fishery; state-by-state quota allocations; the
specification process to set quota for the fishery
and allocations for trawl and trap sectors; goals and
objectives for the shrimp fishery and; other issues
which would address how fishermen would like to
see the shrimp fishery managed in the future.
Following the initial phase of information-gathering
and public comment, the Section will evaluate potential management alternatives and develop Draft
Amendment 3 for public review. After the public
comment period, the Section will specify the management measures to be included in Amendment
3. ASMFC estimates that the Amendment could be
finalized in the early 2016.

A critical habitat designation must be supported by
a full analysis of economic, national security, and
other impacts. In 2012, the President directed that
any future designations of critical habitat carefully
consider all public comments on relevant science
and economic impact, including those that suggest
methods for minimizing regulatory burdens.

PBR (potential biological removal): 0.9
Human Caused Serious Injury and Mortality: 4.75
Ship strikes 0.9
Entanglement: 3.85
Gulf of Maine Humpback whales
(period from 2008-2012)
Minimum population estimate: 823
PBR (potential biological removal): 2.7
containing physical and biological features essential
to the conservation of a listed species. Critical habitat designations do not create preserves or refuges
or any other regulations directly affecting the public. Also, the proposed rule does not include new restrictions or management measures for commercial
fishing operations.

Human Caused Serious Injury and Mortality: 10.15

The Endangered Species Act provides for the designation of critical habitat for endangered and
threatened species. NOAA Fisheries first designated
critical habitat for right whales in 1994. The western
North Atlantic right whale population numbers almost 450 individual whales.

2015 LOBSTER FISHERY ENTRANTS

Designating critical habitat means that federal
agencies conducting, funding or permitting activities that may affect these areas are required to consult with NOAA to evaluate whether and how their
actions would affect the habitat.
The proposed northern critical habitat areas include
important physical and biological features that provide foraging areas where the whales’ preferred prey,
copepods, are abundant. The proposed southern
habitat area includes physical features that support
calving and nursing with optimal physical oceanographic features.

HERRING ANNUAL CATCH LIMITS FOR 2015
2013 ACL

2013 Catch

Unharvested
Catch

Carryover (max
10%)*

2015 ACL**

2015 Final
ACL

Area 1A

29,775

29,454

321

321

30,264

30,585

Area 1B

4,600

2,459

2,141

460

4,462

4,922

Area 2

30,000

26,562

3,438

3,000

29,100

32,100

Area 3

42,000

37,290

4,170

4,170

40,740

44,910

Stockwide

106,375

95,764

10,611

N/A

104,566

104,566***

* Maximum allowable carryover is 10% of the initial sub-ACLs: Area 1A, 31,200 mt; Area 1B, 4,600 mt; Area 2, 30,000
mt; and Area 3, 42,000 mt.
** 2015 sub-ACLs include a reduction for Research Set-Aside (RSA).
*** The sum of the 2015 adjusted sub-ACLs does not equal the stock-wide ACL of 104,566 (as adjusted for 3% research set aside [RSA]) because the stock-wide ACL cannot be increased by carryover.

Ship strikes 1.4
Entanglement: 8.75
Known gear: 1 U.S. monofilament hook; 3 gillnet (2
U.S., 1 CN); 1 CN weir; 3 pot (2 U.S., 1 CN).

The DMR sent certified letters to those individuals
on the waiting list who are now authorized to purchase a 2015 license. These individuals have 30 days
to buy their 2015 Lobster license for the limited entry zone or the next person on the waiting list is offered the slot.
Zone

Rao

Rered for
each new
license

Licenses
Awarded

Remaining Wait
List

A

1:3 (licenses)

3 licenses

12

39

B

1:5 (licenses)

5 licenses

2

57

D

1:5 (tags)

4,000 trap
tags

3

57

E

1:5 (tags)

3,000 trap
tags

1

28

F

1:5 (tags)

4,000 trap
tags

2

41

G

1:5 (tags)

4,000 trap
tags

1

59

PESTICIDE RESEARCH ALONG MAINE
COAST
In 2014, the Board of Pesticides Control (BPC) convened an Environmental Risk Advisory Committee
(ERAC) to “examine whether current pesticide residues have the potential to affect the lobster industry in Maine directly or via impact on other marine
organisms.” The ERAC was formed after a bill to ban
the use of two mosquito pesticides (resmethrin and
methoprene) was voted down in favor of conducting
research on which pesticides might pose the greatest threat to Maine’s marine resources. Additionally,
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BPC staff conducted a review of all the pesticide active ingredients used in Maine to determine the top
priorities in relation to lobster. The review generated a list of 725 pesticide active ingredients, further
refined to those likely to be found in sediments. The
priority compounds identified for analysis include
pyrethrins, synthetic pyrethroids (including resmethrin), methoprene and fipronil.
In the late summer of 2014, sediment samples from
20 sites across Maine were collected based on proximity to inlets that drain developed agricultural areas and the presence of fine grained sediments in
order to cover all watersheds. Two labs analyzed the
samples. One lab detected bifenthrin (a synthetic
pyrethroid) at 11 of the 20 sample sites and cypermethrin (a synthetic pyrethroid) at one site. Neither
methroprene or resmethrin were detected.
Additional research will be conducted in 2015.
Sampling sites will include areas where lobster is
likely to settle. Also in 2015, Maine DEP will conduct
sampling of lobster at 40 sites around the state as
part of its ongoing monitoring.
LOBSTER BILLS IN THE LEGISLATURE

LR 1315 An Act To Improve Lobster Licensing.
This bill has not been printed [proposal to allow transfer of lobster license within families].
Sponsored by Rep. Alley.
LR 775 An Act To Increase Entry into Lobster Fishery
This bill has not been printed. Sponsored by Rep.
Kumiega.
LD 563 An Act Regarding the Purchase of Trap Tags
in the Lobster Fishery.
This bill requires the DMR Commissioner to establish by rule a minimum landings threshold for Class
I, Class II or Class III lobster license holders to be
eligible to purchase the maximum number of trap
tags. If the license holder does not report the required landings, the license holder is not eligible to
purchase more than 300 trap tags in any subsequent
license year. This bill also provides that a holder of a
Class I, Class II or Class III lobster license who has
not reported any lobster or crab landings during the
2 years prior to January 1, 2015 may not purchase
more than 300 trap tags in the license year beginning in 2016. Sponsored by Rep. Kumiega.

LR 1481 An Act To Amend the Alewives Restoration
Program on the St. Croix River
This bill is not printed. Sponsored by Rep.Turner.
LD 425 An Act To Prohibit False Labelling of Marine
Organisms
This bill requires clear and conspicuous labeling of
a marine organism offered for sale if the marine organism is produced using genetic engineering and
is labeled with the same name as its nongenetically
engineered counterpart. Failure to provide the required labeling is a civil violation. Sponsored by Rep.
Chapman.
LR 509 An Act To Make the Email Addresses of DMR
License Holders Confidential [DMR bill].
This bill is not printed.
LR 510 An Act To Amend the Emergency Rulemaking Authority of the Department of Marine
Resources [DMR bill].
This bill is not printed.

Marine Resources Committee
LD 98 An Act Amending the Trap Limit for the
Swans Island Lobster Conservation Area
This bill increases the number of traps that an individual registered to obtain Swans Island Lobster
Conservation Area trap tags may place or maintain
in the Swans Island Lobster Conservation Area from
550 to 600. Sponsored by Sen Langley.
LR 776 An Act To Establish a Limited Lobster and
Crab Commercial License
This bill has not been printed [proposal to establish
a new license with a lower trap limit]. Sponsored by
Rep. Kumiega.
LD 491 An Act To Lower from 70 to 65 the Age at
Which a Person May Obtain a Lobster and Crab
Fishing License for a Reduced Fee

LD 493 An Act To Create the Ocean Acidification
Council.
This bill establishes the Ocean Acidification Council
to identify, study, prevent, remediate and mitigate
the direct and indirect effects of coastal and ocean
acidification on species that are commercially harvested and grown in the State’s coastal and ocean
environments. It provides for 16 council members,
including two members of the Senate, three members of the House of Representatives, two representatives of an environmental or community
group, three persons who fish commercially, including at least one aquaculturist, three scientists
and the Commissioner of Marine Resources, the
Commissioner of Environmental Protection and
the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and
Forestry or those commissioners’ designees.

This bill lowers the age at which a person may obtain a lobster and crab fishing license for a reduced
fee from 70 to 65 years of age (Class I $66, Class II
$136, Class III $203). Sponsored by Rep. Gilway.

This bill also requires the council to submit an annual report to the Legislature and authorizes the
council to accept funding from outside sources and
contains a provision repealing the laws establishing the council December 31, 2018. Sponsored Rep.
Devin.

LD 492 An Act To Expand Eligibility for Lobster and
Crab Fishing Licenses for Veterans (Emergency)

LR 114 An Act to Address Ocean Acidification.

This bill provides that an honorably discharged veteran who began military service prior to November
1, 2015, previously held a lobster or crab fishing license that was not revoked or suspended and reported lobster or crab landings to the DMR under
that license is eligible to obtain a Class I, Class II or
Class III lobster and crab fishing license. They would
not need to complete the Apprentice Program or go
on a waiting list. Sponsored by Rep. Kumiega.
LD 490 An Act To Extend the Legal Hours for
Harvesting Lobster.
This bill extends the legal hours to harvest lobster
during the summer closed period. Currently, it is unlawful to raise or haul any trap during the period ½
hour after sunset until 1/2 hour before sunrise from
June 1 to October 31. This proposal would extend the
legal fishing hours during September and October
to begin two hours before sunrise. Sponsored by
Rep. Kumiega.

This bill is not printed. Sponsored by Rep. Devin.
LD 427 An Act To Address and Mitigate the Effects
of Marine Debris.
This bill is a concept draft which proposes to enact
measures to address and mitigate plastic pollution
in the marine environment, including but not limited to microdebris pollution. For the purpose of this
resolve, “microdebris” means particles of plastic approximately 5 to 10 microns in length that may be
ingested by filter-feeding organisms in the marine
environment. Sponsored by Rep. Devin.
LR 1490 An Act To Allow Retired Marine Patrol
Officers To Obtain up to two Marine Fisheries
Licenses.
This bill is not printed. Sponsored by Sen. Burns.

LR 511 An Act To Improve Enforcement of Maine’s
Marine Resources Laws [DMR bill].
This bill is not printed [includes a proposal for license revocation for first offense of scrubbed lobster
and covert electronic surveillance with probable
cause].
LR 515 An Act To Provide for Improved Reporting of
Marine Resources Landings [DMR bill].
This bill is not printed.
LR 516 An Act To Make Technical Changes to
Maine’s Marine Resources Laws [DMR bill].
This bill is not printed.
Waterfront Bonds
LD 254 An Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond
Issue To Support Waterfront Development.
The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount
of $10,000,000, will be used to fund a grant program
to invest in projects that contribute to economic
activity, environmental protection and community
development along the State’s waterfronts. It also
enacts a grant program for waterfront development,
which is modeled after the Riverfront Community
Development Program. Sponsored by Sen. Haskell.
COAST GUARD MARINE SAFETY
UPDATES
The U.S. Coast Guard requires all state and federally
documented vessels operating outside the 3-mile
line to receive a dockside safety exam by October
15, 2015. Exams must be completed every five years.
Additionally, all state and federally documented
vessels operating outside the 3-mile line must have
a survival craft “that ensures that no part of an individual is immersed in water…”, effective February
16, 2016.
For questions or to schedule an exam: call Kevin
Plowman at 780-3256 in western Maine or Garry
Moores at 838-4440 in eastern Maine.
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drawn from the index in 2013 indicated that settlement had dropped in 11 areas around the Gulf of Maine, including in Maine. “Right now settlement is at or
slightly lower than the 15-year average but not as low as in 2013,” Reardon said.
She noted, however, that the settlement index sampling only takes place out to
5 fathoms in depth. Because the water along the Maine coast has warmed in recent years, more habitat in deeper waters has likely become suitable for young
lobsters to settle and grow. “We might not be catching the signal of settlement
because we are not out in the deeper water,” Reardon said.
Ventless Trap Survey
DMR’s ventless trap sampling program, on the other hand, extends to 30 fathom in depth. All lobsters caught in these traps are categorized, which gives a
clearer picture of what is happening on the bottom. According to the data, all
zones have seen an increase in lobster abundance since 2010, with the greatest leap in the eastern zones. That increase remained relatively steady in 2014,
though the western region of the coast has seen a decrease in juvenile lobster
since 2012, Reardon reported.

Delano continued from page 5

the board. “It’s kind of interesting,”
Delano reflected. “It’s a good group.
I’ve never felt really welcome to anything like this in the past.”

College with,” Delano said. He attended Advent Christian Church in
Friendship before moving to the island.
As part of the Leadership Institute
experience, Delano and the other
lobstermen learned about the ins
and outs of lobster management at
the state and regional levels, and
also attended a meeting of the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association’s (MLA)
board of directors. While many people dislike going to meetings, Delano
found that he enjoyed the give and
take among the board members.
So he started going regularly. Now
he’s been nominated to serve on

Providing a sense of what is going on among
lobsters on a coast as long and as diverse as
Maine’s is a challenging task. By conducting
different types of scientific sampling at different stages of a lobster’s life, DMR is able to
integrate data and thus provide a more comprehensive view of lobster populations. “We
look at how the different surveys relate to
each other to try to understand things like settlement pulses,” Reardon said. “If the positive
or negative patterns seen in the settlement
survey translate to numbers of juvenile numbers found in the Ventless Trap Survey, then to
lobsters in the Inshore Trawl Survey and later
in Sea Sampling, we have more confidence in
producing possible projections in landings for
the future. If those survey trends do not match
up across the lobster’s different life stages, we
know we must be missing something.”

DMR’s ventless trap survey
provides valuable lobster
data. ASMFC photo.

Check out the collection of unique and unusual lobster
designs & illustrations by native Maine artist Andrew M. Cook.

“It’s nice to see more young people
getting involved in the industry. It’s
a sign of the lobster industry’s true
strength to see more young leaders step up to the plate,” said Patrice
McCarron, MLA executive director.
“The future belongs these younger
guys; it’s great to see people like
Dustin getting involved.”

Patrice McCarron, left, and Dustin
Delano. MLA photo.

www.lobsteringisanart.com

MLA recognizes those who have
displayed outstanding service in support of the
Maine lobster industry

MLA president Dave Cousens presents
ƚŚĞϮϬϬϯDĂƌŝŶĞWĂƚƌŽůKĸĐĞƌŽĨƚŚĞzĞĂƌ
ǁĂƌĚƚŽ:ŝŵWƌŝĐŝŽƩĂ͘D>ƉŚŽƚŽ͘

ϮϬϬϱ'ŽůĚĞŶsͲEŽƚĐŚǁĂƌĚƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚ
Arnie Gamage, Dave Cousens, Marine
WĂƚƌŽůKĸĐĞƌŽĨƚŚĞzĞĂƌǁĂƌĚƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚ
ůĂŶdĂůďŽƚ͘D>ƉŚŽƚŽ͘

Žů͘:ŽĞ&ĞƐƐĞŶĚĞŶ͕ĂǀĞŽƵƐĞŶƐ͕ĂŶĚ
ϮϬϬϴDĂƌŝŶĞWĂƚƌŽůKĸĐĞƌŽĨƚŚĞzĞĂƌ
ǁĂƌĚƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚdƌŽǇŽǁ͘D>ƉŚŽƚŽ͘

ĂǀĞŽƵƐĞŶƐ͕D>ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ
WĂƚƌŝĐĞDĐĂƌƌŽŶ͕ϮϬϬϵ'ŽůĚĞŶsͲEŽƚĐŚ
ǁĂƌĚƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚdĞĚĞĂƌ͕ĂŶĚĨŽƌŵĞƌD>
ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀĞĚŝƌĞĐƚŽƌWĂƚtŚŝƚĞ͘D>ƉŚŽƚŽ͘

ĂǀĞŽƵƐĞŶƐ͕WĂƚƌŝĐĞDĐĂƌƌŽŶ͕ϮϬϭϭ
'ŽůĚĞŶsͲEŽƚĐŚǁĂƌĚƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚtŝůůŝƐ
^ƉĞĂƌ͕ĂŶĚD>ŵĞŵďĞƌ^ƚĞǀĞdƌĂŝŶ͘&E
ƉŚŽƚŽ͘

ĂǀĞŽƵƐĞŶƐ͕ϮϬϭϯKƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
ǁĂƌĚƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌWĂƚ<ĞůŝŚĞƌ͕
ĂŶĚWĂƚƌŝĐĞDĐĂƌƌŽŶ͘&EƉŚŽƚŽ͘
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ĆĎēĊčĆđĊĚđĊĘĚĒĒĆėĞ

ĂƐŽĨ&ĞďϮϬϭϱ

Universal Gear Requirements (All Maine trap/pot gear)

Maine Non-exempt Waters (state and federal), ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ

ϭ͘ EŽŇŽĂƟŶŐůŝŶĞĂƚƚŚĞƐƵƌĨĂĐĞ͘
2. EŽǁĞƚƐƚŽƌĂŐĞŽĨŐĞĂƌ͖ŝƚŵƵƐƚďĞŚĂƵůĞĚĞǀĞƌǇϯϬĚĂǇƐ͘
ϯ͘ DĂŝŶƚĂŝŶŝŶŐŬŶŽƚͲĨƌĞĞďƵŽǇůŝŶĞƐĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ͘

4. Minimum Traps per Trawl
ͻ Vary by lobster zone and distance from shore. See chart below.
ͻ EŽƐŝŶŐůĞƚƌĂƉƐĂůůŽǁĞĚ͕ĞǆĐĞƉƚŝŶŝƐůĂŶĚďƵīĞƌǌŽŶĞƐ
Ö ǆĐĞƉƟŽŶ͗ƐŝŶŐůĞƚƌĂƉƐĂůůŽǁĞĚϭͬϰŵŝůĞĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞŝƐůĂŶĚƐ
ŽĨDŽŶŚĞŐĂŶ͕DĂƟŶŝĐƵƐĂŶĚƌŝĞŚĂǀĞŶ͘dŚĞWĞŶĂǇŝƐůĂŶĚƐ
ŽĨDĞƟŶŝĐ͕^ĞĂů͕tŽŽĚĞŶĂůůĂŶĚ'ƌĞĞŶ/ƐůĂŶĚƐ͖ĂŶĚƚŚĞ
/ƐůĞƐŽĨ^ŚŽĂůƐǁŝůůďĞĂĚĚĞĚƉĞŶĚŝŶŐĨĞĚĞƌĂůƌƵůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘

Trap/Pot Gear Fished in Maine Exempt State Waters
ϭ͘ hŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů'ĞĂƌZĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘
2. >ŽďƐƚĞƌŵĞŶŵƵƐƚĐŽŵƉůǇǁŝƚŚŽŶĞŽĨƚŚƌĞĞŽƉƟŽŶƐ͗
ͻ ůůďƵŽǇƐŵƵƐƚďĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂǁĞĂŬůŝŶŬŶŽŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶϲϬϬůďƐ͘
ͻ ůůďƵŽǇůŝŶĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞŵĂĚĞĞŶƟƌĞůǇŽĨƐŝŶŬŝŶŐůŝŶĞ͘
ͻ ůůŐƌŽƵŶĚůŝŶĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞŵĂĚĞĞŶƟƌĞůǇŽĨƐŝŶŬŝŶŐůŝŶĞ͘

Gear Marking Techniques

Trap/Pot Gear Fished in Maine Non-exempt Waters (state & federal)
ϭ͘ hŶŝǀĞƌƐĂů'ĞĂƌZĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͘
2. tĞĂŬ>ŝŶŬƐŶŽŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶϲϬϬůďƐ
ͻ ůůďƵŽǇƐ͕ŇŽƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚͬŽƌǁĞŝŐŚƚĞĚĚĞǀŝĐĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚǁŝƚŚ
ĂǁĞĂŬůŝŶŬǁŝƚŚĂďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚŽĨŶŽŐƌĞĂƚĞƌƚŚĂŶϲϬϬůďƐ͘
ͻ tĞĂŬůŝŶŬŵƵƐƚďĞĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚƐŽƚŚĂƚƚŚĞďŝƩĞƌĞŶĚŽĨŽĨƚŚĞďƵŽǇ
ůŝŶĞŝƐĐůĞĂŶĂŶĚĨƌĞĞŽĨŬŶŽƚƐǁŚĞŶƚŚĞůŝŶŬďƌĞĂŬƐĂŶĚŝŶƐƚĂůůĞĚ
Courtesy of NMFS
Shown are three simple methods to create 12” red marks. Top: colored twine is
ĂƐĐůŽƐĞƚŽƚŚĞŇŽƚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚͬŽƌǁĞŝŐŚƚĞĚĚĞǀŝĐĞĂƐƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ͘
seized around the line and woven between the strands. Center: dry line is sprayϯ͘ ^ŝŶŬŝŶŐ'ƌŽƵŶĚůŝŶĞ
ƉĂŝŶƚĞĚ͘ŽƩŽŵ͗ĐŽůŽƌĞĚĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐĂůƚĂƉĞǁƌĂƉƉĞĚŝŶŽŶĞĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞŶďĂĐŬ
ŽǀĞƌŝƚƐĞůĨƚŽĨŽƌŵƚǁŽůĂǇĞƌƐ͘EŽƚƐŚŽǁŶ͗ǁŝƌĞƟĞǁŽǀĞŶďĞƚǁĞĞŶƌŽƉĞƐƚƌĂŶĚƐ͘
ͻ ůůŐƌŽƵŶĚůŝŶĞƐŵƵƐƚďĞŵĂĚĞŽĨƐŝŶŬŝŶŐƌŽƉĞ͕ĚĞĮŶĞĚĂƐƌŽƉĞ
ǁŝƚŚĂƐƉĞĐŝĮĐŐƌĂǀŝƚǇŽĨϭ͘ϬϯŽƌŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ͘
5. 'ĞĂƌDĂƌŬŝŶŐ
ͻ dŚĞĂƩĂĐŚŵĞŶƚŽĨďƵŽǇƐ͕ƚŽŐŐůĞƐŽƌŽƚŚĞƌŇŽƚĂƟŽŶĚĞǀŝĐĞƐŝƐ
ͻ ĂĐŚďƵŽǇůŝŶĞŵƵƐƚŚĂǀĞƚŚƌĞĞϭϮ͟ƌĞĚͲĐŽůŽƌĞĚŵĂƌŬƐ͖ŽŶĞĂƚ
ƉƌŽŚŝďŝƚĞĚ͘&ůŽĂƟŶŐďƌŝĚůĞƐĂŶĚͬŽƌƐŚŽƌƚŐĂŶŐŝŽŶƐĂůůŽǁĞĚ͘
ƚŚĞƚŽƉ͕ŽŶĞŵŝĚǁĂǇĂůŽŶŐ͕ĂŶĚŽŶĞĂƚƚŚĞďŽƩŽŵŽĨƚŚĞůŝŶĞ͘
:ĞīƌĞǇƐ>ĞĚŐĞĂŶĚ:ŽƌĚĂŶƐĂƐŝŶ'ĞĂƌDĂƌŬŝŶŐƌĞĂƐ
Ö dŚĞĐŽůŽƌŵƵƐƚďĞƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚůǇĂĸǆĞĚŽŶŽƌĂůŽŶŐƚŚĞůŝŶĞ
ĂŶĚĐůĞĂƌůǇǀŝƐŝďůĞǁŚĞŶƚŚĞŐĞĂƌŝƐŚĂƵůĞĚ͘
Ö /ĨƚŚĞĐŽůŽƌŽĨƚŚĞƌŽƉĞŝƐƚŚĞƐĂŵĞĂƐŽƌƐŝŵŝůĂƌƚŽƚŚĞ
ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚŵĂƌŬ͕ĂǁŚŝƚĞŵĂƌŬŵĂǇďĞƐƵďƐƟƚƵƚĞĚ͘
ͻ ůůƐƵƌĨĂĐĞďƵŽǇƐŵƵƐƚďĞĐůĞĂƌůǇŵĂƌŬĞĚǁŝƚŚƚŚĞŽǁŶĞƌ͛Ɛ
lobster license number.
ͻ :ĞīƌĞǇ͛Ɛ>ĞĚŐĞĂŶĚ:ŽƌĚĂŶƐĂƐŝŶƚƌĂƉͬƉŽƚŐĞĂƌǁŝůůďĞƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚƚŽ
ŚĂǀĞƵŶŝƋƵĞĂŶĚĚŝƐƟŶĐƚŐĞĂƌŵĂƌŬŝŶŐƚŽďĞĚĞĮŶĞĚŝŶĨƵƚƵƌĞ
ƌƵůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘
ͻ /ƐůĞƐŽĨ^ŚŽĂůƐƐŝŶŐůĞƚƌĂƉƐĮƐŚĞĚŝŶƚŚĞϭͬϰŵŝůĞďƵīĞƌǌŽŶĞ
ǁŝůůďĞƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚƚŽŚĂǀĞƵŶŝƋƵĞĂŶĚĚŝƐƟŶĐƚŐĞĂƌŵĂƌŬŝŶŐƚŽďĞ
ĚĞĮŶĞĚŝŶĨƵƚƵƌĞƌƵůĞŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘
ϲ͘ KŶĞƵŽǇůŝŶĞ
Courtesy of NMFS
ͻ dƌĂǁůƐŽĨĮǀĞƚƌĂƉƐŽƌůĞƐƐŵĂǇŚĂǀĞŽŶůǇŽŶĞďƵŽǇůŝŶĞ͘
:ĞīƌĞǇƐ>ĞĚŐĞĂŶĚ:ŽƌĚĂŶƐĂƐŝŶĂƌĞĂƐƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚĨŽƌƵŶŝƋƵĞŐĞĂƌŵĂƌŬŝŶŐ

Minimum Trawling Up Requirements
Coordinates for Maine 6-mile line:
ϭͲ;/ƐůĞŽĨ^ŚŽĂůƐͿ͗ϰϮΣϱϱ͘ϯϴ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϳϬΣϮϴ͘ϲϴ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϮͲ;ĂƐĐŽĂǇͿ͗ϰϯΣϮϵ͘ϰ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϳϬΣϱ͘ϴϴ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϯͲ;DŽŶŚĞŐĂŶͿ͗ϰϯΣϯϵ͘Ϯϰ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϵΣϭϴ͘ϱϰ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϰͲ;DĂƟŶŝĐƵƐͿ͗ϰϯΣϰϬ͘ϵϴ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϴΣϰϴ͘ϴϰ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϱͲ;DƚĞƐĞƌƚ/ƐůĂŶĚͿ͗ϰϰΣϯ͘ϰϮ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϴΣϭϬ͘Ϯϲ഻t͘ůŽŶ
ϲͲ;DĂĐŚŝĂƐ^ĞĂůͿ͗ϰϰΣϯϭ͘ϵϴ഻E͘ůĂƚ͕͘ϲϳΣϵ͘ϳϮ഻t͘ůŽŶ

Courtesy of NMFS

ĚĊĘęĎĔēĘĔē ĔĜęĔĎČ ĊĆėęĔĔĒĕđĞĜĎęččĆđĊĚđĊĘǫ
  ĊĆėĕĊĈĎĆđĎĘę
 
ʹͲǦǦʹ͵ͳǤ̷Ǥ

ĆĎēĊĆėĎēĊĆęėĔđ
ͳϐ ʹϐ 
ʹͲǦ͵͵ǦͻͷͻͷʹͲǦǦ͵͵͵
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What you need to know about
health Insurance and taxes

Ready to Catch
a Tax Break?

The MLA can help!
Here’s what you need to know:
Ȉ You will receive Form 1095-A from the Marketplace with
information on your health insurance for 2014
Ȉ If your 2014 income was greater than what you estimated,
you may have to pay some of your subsidy back
Ȉ If you did not have insurance in 2014 you may qualify for a
Special Enrollment Period from March 15th-April 30th.

We get it — and we’ve got 17 years’ experience helping commercial
lobstermen and ﬁshermen like you with tax planning and preparation
that keeps you from falling into the trap of overpaying.
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS!
Call John Hallee at 207-622-3772 or email info@backrivergroup.com today.

HAVE QUESTIONS?
Call MLA’s Navigator April Gilmore McNutt
at 207-967-4555 or
email to april@mainelobstermen.org.

 -AINE !VENUE s &ARMINGDALE -AINE 
[T]  s [&] 207.621.0872

She can help answer your questions.

MAINE

H

HAMILTON

MARINE
Premium Adult Universal
Immersion Suit

319

Order# 731676

Order# 731678

$

99

$

24" x 24"

109999

Tee Handle
Drag Hooks

Lobster Crate

Workstep Mat with Grit Tuff Coating

20" W x 31-1/2" L x 16" H
Two piece attached lid.
All-plastic construction.
100 lb capacity

3' x 5' x 1/2" mat with grit tuff anti-slip
coating. Black with beveled edge

$

1699
$

1199

6 Year
Battery!

$

SAVE
$100

Reg 1299.99
FMN-2424-0002
Order# 754529

$

4999

SAVE
$200

8999

BYM-WS3X5GT
Order# 752804

HML-LOB-CRATE
Order# 158132

Polyurethane Steel Toe Boots

Rubber Fleece Lined Gloves

Comfortable and light weight polyurethane boots with steel toe cap. Green.

Triple-dipped blue, 12" long
with warm fleece lining.

$

VOLUME
PRICING
AVAILABLE!

399
Cat I Automatic $
49999

Cat II Manual

59999

Reg 699.99
FMN-2433-0002
Order# 754527

HMP-DYNASTEEL

406 MHz. 6 Year Non-Haz Mat battery. 6 Year warranty. Stainless steel
antenna. USCG/GMDSS Approved.

15" x 24"

$

DynaSteel Float Rope

ACCUSAT EPIRBs

Cast Aluminum Commercial Hatches

Patented specter
and hybrid optics
for various comELQDWLRQVRIŶRRG
and spot lighting.

Pot Warp

KNT-1540-AU
Order# 753274

PORTLAND ROCKLAND SEARSPORT SOUTHWEST HARBOR JONESPORT
Flush, watertight, rugged and low maintenance.

30" Galvanized Steel
Order# 749856

99

TM

High Performance LED Lights

24" Stainless Steel
Order# 170002

COMMERCIAL
USCG APPROVED
High-vis yellow
accents. Removable head pillow.
Highly articulated arms for
easier donning.
Includes buddy
line and whistle.

$

BOATERS’ STORE

12880 pair

4

$ 67 pair

Order# Size Order# Size
755534 9 755537 12
755535 10 755707 13
755536 11

Order#
177071
177073
177074

51.71 Dozen
Size
M
L
XL

5/16" Black Shock Cord
Solid black, UV resistant
Order# 740364
¢ FT $

99
35
97
Double cover, UV resistant
black with green tracer
Order# 740363
¢ FT $

39

10999

800-639-2715 • hamiltonmarine.com

Commercial
Raingear
FULL
LINE IN
STOCK!

Typographical errors are unintentional and subject to correction.
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®

WHEN YOUR ENGINE MEANS BUSINESS,

MILTON CAT MEANS MORE.

Milton CAT is the Northeast and upstate New York Caterpillar dealer. Our
complete range of marine power systems solutions is backed by a team with
exceptional knowledge and experience.
• More engine choices.
• More fully equipped and staffed locations.
• More support for your commercial fishing vessel, ferry, tug, or pleasure craft.

At Riverdale Mills we take great pride in
manufacturing Aquamesh®; the highest quality,
longest lasting and first of its kind marine wire, in
Massachusetts for the last 35 years. Unlike our
competitors, who produce wire overseas and
import it into the country, we manufacture
Aquamesh® from start to finish right here in
America. Riverdale employs over 100 hardworking
American men and women who are committed to
creating superior wire products for the marine
industry. We are honored that the best-selling, top
performing and most trusted marine wire in the
industry is made in the U.S.A.
Aquamesh® - proud to be an American.

• More ordering and delivery options for unparalleled part availability.
Contacts:
(in ME, NH, VT) Stewart Tuttle, 207-885-8082, Stewart_Tuttle@miltoncat.com
(in MA, RI) Kevin Hampson, 508-634-5503, Kevin_Hampson@miltoncat.com

1.800.762.6374 • www.riverdale.com

$411-564#2/+..
$411-564#2/+..
/#4+0'5722.+'5
/#4+0'5722.+'5


:RUNLQJWRPDNH
\RXUEHVWVHDVRQHYHU
a7KHRQHVWRSVKRSIRU\RXUOREVWHU FRPPHUFLDOILVKLQJQHHGVa

9LVLWXVRQOLQHDWZZZEURRNVWUDSPLOOFRP
-RQHVERUR0(3RUWODQG0(7KRPDVWRQ0(:HVW%DWK0(
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THINK SPRING!
Show off your MLA support with a
t-shirt and hat this spring.
Fill out the order form below or visit us online
to see more available products!!
MLA Items

Color

Size

Price

Women’s Zip Hoodie (buoys)

Light blue

S, M, L

$35

1/4 Zip Fleece

Navy

M,L,XL,2XL

$20

MLA classic T-shirt

Gray

M, L, XL, 2XL

$15

Child Lobster Life cycle T-shirt

Oatmeal

S

$10

Child Lobster Buoy T-shirt

White

XS, S, M

$10

MLA logo Hat

Blue

one size

$15

MLA beanie

Gray

one size

$15

Friend Membership

For individuals who do not hold a current
Maine Lobster license

$50

Harvester Membership

For Maine’s commercial lobstermen

$150

Name:______________________________________________ Phone #:__________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________________ State:__________ Zip:__________
Item #1:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________
Item #2:_____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________
Item #3: _____________________________ Qty:______ Size:________ Color:_____________

Here to serve you!

Sub total:________ + $4.50 (shipping) = Total:_______Check #:______ Visa:___ MasterCard:___

Jerry Wadsworth (207) 542-0842 jerryw@friendshiptrap.com
Jimmy Emerson (207) 483-6555 jemerson@friendshiptrap.com
Friendship Office: (800) 451-1200; (207) 354-2545
Columbia Falls Office: (800) 339-6558
Visit our website: www.friendshiptrap.com

Card #: _____________-___________________-__________________-___________________
CVV code (3 numbers on back of card):_________________ Exp. Date:_____________________

Shop online: www.mainelobstermen.org/mla-store
203 Lafayette Center Kennebunk, ME 04043
207-967-4555

Present your MLA membership
MLA MEMBERS DISCOUNT
DIRECTORY

card at the following businesses and
receive generous discounts!

Accutech Marine Propeller, Inc.
Dover, NH -- 20% off propeller repair.
Discounts vary by manufacturer for new
propellers,shafting and other hardware.

Hews Company, LLC
South Portland, ME -- 10% off all hydraulic
components and Cable Craft cables in
2015.

Applied Refrigeration Services
Windham, ME -- $250 off new
installations.

/DZ2IÀFHRI-6FRWW/RJDQ//&
Portland, ME -- 20% discount on foreclosure defense and bankruptcy legal fees.

Back River Financial Group
Farmingdale, ME -- Free initial consultation
and review of previous tax returns.

0DLQH&DPS2XWÀWWHUV
Sunset, ME -- 10% off all apparel and promotional product orders.

Bessy Bait, LLC
Seabrook, NH -- $5 discount per drum
on multiple drum purchases (must show
current MLA card).

Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Kennebunk, ME--10% off to harvesters on
MLA merchandise.

Coastal Hydraulics
Seabrook, NH -- 10% discount on all in
stock items for MLA members.
Commercial Fisheries News
Deer Isle, ME -- Discounted annual
subscription rate for $18.75 with MLA
membership noted on check.
Craig’s All Natural
Durham, NH -- 10% discount on all Victoinox Cutlery.
Friendship Trap Company
Friendship, ME -- 5% off list price on traps
purchased at the Friendship store.

Maine Maritime Museum
Bath, ME -- Free admission to MLA members.
McMillan Offshore Survival Training
Belfast, ME -- 10% discount on USCG
Drill Conductor training.
Midcoast Marine Electronics
Rockland, ME -- 10% off list price on all
marine electronic products
Mount Desert Oceanarium
Bar Harbor, ME -- Free admission to comPHUFLDOÀVKHUPHQDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV
National Fisherman
North Hollywood, CA -- Special annual
subscription rate.

North Atlantic Power Products
Exeter, NH -- 10% off marine gears, controls, accessories, and parts.
Penobscot Marine Museum
Searsport, ME -- Free admission for MLA
members.
Richard Stanley Custom Boats
%DVV+DUERU0(RIIÀQDOSULFH
of hull with MLA membership
Sea Rose Trap Co.
Scarborough, ME -- 5% off trap list price
when you show your MLA card.
Smithwick & Mariners Insurance
Falmouth, ME -- Discounted vessel insurance plus 5% discount with proof of CG
approved Drill Conductor course within
the last 5 years.
SW Boatworks
Lamonie, ME -- $1000 discount for hull or
top
Weathervane Seafood Inc.
Kittery, ME – 10% off mail order purchases. Just mention you are an MLA member.
1-800-914-1774.
Winter Harbor Fishermen’s Coop
Winter Harbor, ME – 10% off picked lobster meat.
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Guest
COLUMN

GUEST COLUMN:

Think about ice before you head out

By Ann Backus, MS
We certainly have had more than our share of snow, ice and cold in 2015.
Although lobstering is not as intensive a fishing activity in the winter as is
groundfishing or scalloping, nonetheless those lobstermen who do fish have to
go off-shore for their catch and are likely to encounter some major wind, cold
temperatures and precipitation. This winter has been particularly challenging
in terms of coastal and ocean storms and probably has required off-shore lobstermen to plan trips carefully and strategize as to storm path and intensity.
Icing can be a threatening hazard to lobstermen and to those who outfit their
lobster boats for scalloping. First, ice adds weight, thus raising the center of
gravity; weight added to a scallop rigging, which is high above the deck, changes the vessel’s center of gravity markedly.
For those who carry EPIRBs and/or life rafts, ice can encase the EPIRB and life
raft rendering them non-functional. This was presumed to be what happened
in the sinking of the trawler F/V Lady of Grace in January 2007. If you are required to carry this equipment, it must be in functioning order and that means
free of ice.
The conditions required for icing are very specific according to Robert Platt, who
wrote a chapter titled “Impact of Marine Icing on Arctic Offshore Operations”
in the Arctic Operations Handbook published in December, 2013. They involve
air temperature, sea temperature, and wind velocity. When air temperature is
lower than the freezing point of sea water (around 28.4oF), water temperature
lower than 46.5oF, and wind speed is 19.4 knots or more, the risk of icing is high.
For example, on February 20 shortly after 1:50 p.m., I retrieved the information
at buoy 44005 (Gulf of Maine 78 NM east of Portsmouth, NH). The wind speed
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) maintains
an “Ocean Prediction Center” where in the section “Probabilistic Guidance”
one can find the probability that wind speeds will be greater than 20, 25, or 30
knots for a given date and time period.
Using the NOAA “dial-a-buoy” program, you can retrieve wind speed and air
and sea temperature for a specific buoy near where you are fishing. To see
how, go to http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/dial.shtml.

was 21 knots, air temperature 18.1oF,
and water temperature 40.3oF. I then
retrieved the information from the Bar
Harbor buoy ATGM1. The wind speed
there was 17.1 knots, air temperature
14.5oF and water temperature 30.9oF.
While the air and water temperatures
meet the requirements for risk of icing given above, the wind speed at 17.1
knots is less than the 19.4 knots mentioned above.
To check my assumption that icing would occur nevertheless in both
Ann Backus is the Director
these locations, I computed the likeliof Outreach, Department of
hood of icing using James Overland’s
Environmental Health, Harvard
equation for icing at near-freezing sea
University School of Public Health.
water temperatures (the acronym for
Photo courtesy of A. Backus.
which is PPR). For the Gulf of Maine off
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, the prediction was “Moderate Icing” (PPR=34) and for Bar Harbor, the prediction was
“Extreme Icing” (PPR=83). “Moderate” icing is the term given to ice accretion
at the rate of 0.3-0.8 inches per hour. “Extreme icing” is the term used for ice
accretion greater than 1.6 inches per hour. Both these situations would be considered serious and would require constant chipping to stay ahead of the ice
buildup.
An interesting website with easy-to-use plots that will help you approximate
your risk for icing can be found at www.met.nps.edu/~psquest/polarmet/vessel/predict.html. Some algorithms for determining risk are different from others. Consequently, the labels such as “light icing” or “moderate icing” associated with the risk numbers vary from algorithm to algorithm.
As mentioned above, ice has weight. There are specific numbers that are used
by stability experts when they perform the required stability tests on boats over
79 feet in length. For horizontal surfaces, the stability test uses 3.07 lbs/sq. ft. to
represent the weight of 1.3 inches of ice. For vertical surfaces the stability test
Continued on page 18

ZONE COUNCILS DISCUSS
LICENSES, HABITAT AMENDMENT

HYDRO-SLAVE
SAME DAY SERVICE AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT

By Melissa Waterman
Despite snowstorms and severe cold, the seven lobster zone councils met during the month of February. Council representatives discussed a multitude of
topics, including double tagging in zones A and B, the June 1 start date of the
new whale rules designed to reduce the number of vertical lines in the water,
bills related to lobstering proposed in this session of the Legislature, and of
course, the proper shape of a V-notch.

“THINKING OF BUILDING A NEW BOAT?”
LET US QUOTE YOU ON A POWER STEERING OR A POT HAULER.
HAULERS AVAILABLE 8” TO 17”
• ALUMINUM BACKPLATE
• POLISHED STAINLESS BACKPLATE
• ALL STAINLESS HARDWARE
POWER STEERING AVAILABLE IN 5 CLASSES
• UP TO 120 FEET
• STAINLESS QUADRANT ASSEMBLIES
• STAINLESS HELMS

Among the issues, large and small, discussed at the meetings, two stood out.
The island of Frenchboro, in Zone B, is making application to the Department
of Marine Resources (DMR) to institute an island limited entry program for
lobster licenses. At the same time, Chebeague Island, in Casco Bay, is taking
steps to dissolve its limited entry program, adopted in 2012.
And in western Maine the proposed Omnibus Essential Fisheries Habitat
Amendment released by the New England Fisheries Management Council
(NEFMC) in October, 2014, is causing concern among lobstermen in zone F
and G. The amendment includes proposals for new, expanded or reconfigured
fishing closures of sections of the Gulf of Maine.

16” SPOKED WHEEL
• BRONZE
• CHROME

ELECTRIC CLUTCHES

HIGH EFFICIENCY VANE
PUMP
$544.70

Island Limited Entry
It’s not easy to get an island limited entry program going. DMR regulations require that a minimum of three lobster license holders living on an island form
a committee to begin the process of establishing a limited entry program. At
least 10 percent of the license holders on the island have to sign a petition that
describes the program and the number of licenses proposed for that island.
The petition then has to be presented to the lobster zone council for review
and comment.

5.5 HP HONDA POWER UNIT
• 11GPM @ 1500 PSI 2 Stage Pump
• Light, Versatile and Portable
• This unit will power 10”
and 12” and 14” Haulers
• Ideal for outboards and
other small boats
• Log Splitter

DUAL RAM
QUADRANT ASSEMBLY

• 100% Stainless Steel construction
• Rudder side thrust eliminated
• no stress on boat timbers

OUR NEW GENERATION SUPER BLOCKS
• 4” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 5” Low LIP and HI LIP
• 2000 lb. Capacity
• Sealed tapered
roller bearings
• Aluminum Sheaves
• Stainless Sheaves

Next, the DMR sends a referendum question to all licensed lobstermen on the
island asking if they approve or disapprove of the proposed limited entry program. Two-thirds of those license holders have to vote in favor of the program
for it to move on to the DMR commissioner for approval.

WORLD’S LARGEST POT HAULER MFG. FOR OVER 40 YEARS

A public hearing was held by DMR on February 11 to hear from proponents and
opponents to Frenchboro’s plan. Lobstermen on the island want to allocate up
to 14 commercial lobster licenses to be issued annually to island residents.

MARINE HYDRAULIC ENGINEERING

Continued on page 23

Call John for more information 1-800-747-7550 • Or visit us on
the internet: http://www.midcoast.com/~marinhyd/
17 Gordon Drive • Rockland, Maine • Fax: 207-594-9721
Email: marinhyd@midcoast.com
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2015 TAX TIME COULD BE TENSE
By Melissa Waterman
The deadline for signing up for health insurance through the Affordable Care
Act (ACA) has come and gone. Now comes tax time! For lobstermen who enrolled in a health insurance plan through the ACA in 2014, completing a federal
tax return this year may be a bit stressful. Why? Because you may have to pay
back money that the government provided as a subsidy against the cost of that
health insurance.
“The subsidy came in the form of a tax credit for each month you had insurance,” explained April Gilmore McNutt, Maine Lobstermen’s Association health
insurance Navigator. “If you made more money than you thought you would
last year, that affects the amount of subsidy you qualify for.”
Lobstermen often don’t know how much money they will make in a year until
the fishing season is over and the traps are in the backyard. Take, for example, lobsterman John Doe. John generally starts setting traps in late May and
early June. His 800 traps are all out by July. When early fall comes John starts to
move those traps offshore. If the weather is good, he continues to fish through
November, sometimes through December. Come January of the next year, he
sits down and calculates his income from the season.
To help complete the tax form 8962, the marketplace (healthcare.gov)
sends out tax form 1095-A, which lists the premium paid for each month
with a marketplace plan. The tax form will also ask what the second lowest cost silver premium (SLCSP) available to you was for 2014. The amount
of your tax credit given was based on this premium. Most people will find
this information already listed on form 1095-A; if it is not listed you can use
this direct link, www.healthcare.gov/taxes/tools/silver/, to find the price to
enter into form 8962. The website will ask you questions like zip code, age
of people covered and months they received coverage. Once information
is entered, the website will show the SLCSP premium for each month of
coverage to be entered into the Federal Tax return forms. You’ll also need
to use this tool if you’re filling out form 8965 to claim an exemption because
insurance was considered unaffordable for you in 2014. Your SLCSP shows
how much financial assistance you would have been eligible for.
For help with questions on finding the second lowest plan premium for
2014 or questions concerning adjustments to income estimates for 2015,
please call the MLA at 967-4555 for more information.

That income depends on many things: the temperature of the water, the timing
of the lobster molt, the varying costs of fuel, bait and equipment repairs, and
of course, the price paid for his lobsters at the dock. While some lobstermen
keep track of those costs on a monthly basis and have a good idea of where they
stand in terms of income, many lobstermen don’t.
So when it comes to stating his income in order to complete the application for
health insurance through the ACA in 2014, John Doe must estimate. And what
does he base his estimate on? Likely his most recent income taxes.

“If you made more money than you thought
you would last year, that affects the amount of
subsidy you qualify for.”
Lobster landings hit a record in 2012, with more than 127 million pounds
landed. The price, however, tanked. John Doe may have had a pretty poor year
in 2012, despite hauling more lobsters than ever before. Not knowing his final 2013 income, he probably gave a conservative estimate when filling out his
health insurance application.
To make health insurance affordable for those who fall within certain income
guidelines, the ACA provides for a subsidy in the form of an advance premium
tax credit to participants. The amount of subsidy is based on one’s income and
family size relative to the federal poverty level. A person can elect to convey
the total of that subsidy directly to his or her insurance company or take it as a
monthly credit against the cost of the health insurance policy.
The problem comes when it’s time to pay the tax man. Unsure what to estimate
for the coming year, John Doe based his estimated 2013 income on what he
made in 2012. But as it turned out, 2013 was a pretty good year and 2014 even
better, with landings remaining high and the price per pound way up. John’s
income was much more than he had anticipated.
If John had updated his enrollment information on the federal Web site (www.
healthcare.gov) or through the healthcare.gov call center before December 31,
2014, to more accurately reflect his final income, his subsidy would have been
recalculated. But, like most of us, he did not meet that deadline. So now it’s
March and he’s beginning to fill out his federal income tax return only to find
Continued on page 22
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Wilson continued from page 1

out, Lawson had just decided to sell
his house. Three weeks later my parents owned it,” Wilson explained.
Wilson was drawn to the ocean but
not necessarily to lobsters. “I liked to
swim,” Wilson said with a smile. In
college he studied marine and freshwater biology, graduating with a degree in that subject in 1995. During
the summer he worked as an Acadia
National Park ranger for the National
Park Service, based on Isle au Haut.
After graduation Wilson considered
returning to the Park Service to work
on freshwater stream ecology in the
Ozark Mountains or working for
University of Maine marine biologist
Bob Steneck as one of his interns. He
took the job with Steneck. “And that
was my first introduction to lobsters,”
he recalled.
At that time Steneck was exploring
all that wasn’t known about lobsters:
where they went during the winter
months, migratory patterns, settlement and distribution of the young. It
was a new adventure for Wilson who
took enthusiastically to diving along
the Maine coast in search of lobsters.
At the same time, change was rippling
through the world of lobster management. Lobster had long been under
the jurisdiction of the New England
Fisheries Management Council
(NEFMC). But, given that lobster
fishing at that time was primarily an
inshore fishery operating in state waters, organizations such as the Maine
Lobstermen’s Association (MLA)
were lobbying for management
authority to move to the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC), which regulates fisheries
shared among the eastern states.
Pat White, executive director of the
MLA at the time, recognized that
there was a real need for lobstermen
and scientists to work together to
gather crucial data on lobster. “Pat
lobbied Maine Sea Grant to create a
research assistant position with Bob.
That pretty much led me to graduate school,” Wilson explained. He
attended the University of Maine to
study marine science while continuing his work with Bob Steneck. That
work sent Wilson not only underwater to sample lobsters but to numerous meetings dedicated to managing
lobsters.
“There was a lot of excitement
around the zone councils,” Wilson
said. Lobster management in the
state had become decentralized in
1996, when seven lobster zones were
created on the coast and DMR ceded
authority to set trap limits and fishing times to those councils. Wilson
attended meetings at the zone council, state and regional levels, and continued his work collaborating with
lobstermen to learn more about the
life cycle of lobsters. “It was a great
opportunity to immerse myself in basic ecological research and to work
with lobstermen. We were doing sea
sampling along the coast and then,
through the Penobscot Bay Project,
throughout Pen Bay.” He received his

master’s degree from the University
in 1999.

we have to be in a vigilant state,” he
cautioned.

Meanwhile, Jay Crouse, DMR’s longtime lobster biologist, had retired.
Diane Cowan, founder of The Lobster
Conservancy, held Crouse’s position
briefly before returning to her work
in the Conservancy. Linda Mercer,
director of the Bureau of Marine
Sciences, thought Wilson might be
just right for the position.

In Wilson’s mind, there is an art both
to lobstering and to the pursuit of science. Each person forms a hypothesis
about something, sets out to test that
hypothesis through experiment, analyzes the results and then alters the
experiment. “I firmly believe that a
lobsterman and a scientist are two
creatures that are very close to being
similar. They simply operate in different areas,” Wilson said.

“Lobsters are an
addiction that’s hard to
drop.”
“I really owe a tremendous amount
to Pat [White] and Dave Cousens
[president of the MLA]. They were
extremely encouraging to me when
I started,” Wilson said. Wilson began his new position at a time when
lobster landings were doing well but
resource managers thought the resource was due for a correction. The
lobster assessment model in use at
the time was based on the number
of eggs per lobster recruited into the
fishery and that model said egg production was way down. “The science
they used said that there was a problem, that lobster in the Gulf of Maine
was overfished. Lobstermen didn’t
think so and there was a lot of controversy,” Wilson said.
With support from Mercer, Wilson
started building an interconnected
science program to meet the needs
of both lobstermen and resource
managers. His plan was straightforward: to track Maine’s lobster population throughout all life stages. He
expanded the agency’s sea sampling
program, begun in 1985, into a largescale effort, linking hundreds of lobstermen with sea samplers each summer. DMR provided funding for the
lobster settlement index, begun by
University of Maine researcher Rick
Wahle in 1989, and expanded the index to all zones of the coast. Wilson
organized a ventless trap sampling
program, which provides data on the
full range of lobsters found on the
bottom. The twice-yearly coast-wide
trawl survey began in 2000. That program had a few bumps at the beginning. “Lobstermen in one zone didn’t
want us out there,” Wilson said drily.
“We went out and they escorted us
in.”
Now, fifteen years after he began as
the agency’s lobster biologist, Wilson
is starting a new phase of his career.
“Lobsters are an addiction that’s
hard to drop. It’s the underlying uncertainty of what the resource and
the environment are doing that’s really interesting to me. I think we really need to go back to the drawing
board on lobster biology,” Wilson
said. What that means is throwing
out assumptions about lobster based
on data gathered in the 1970s, 80s,
and 90s because, Wilson argues, they
do not reflect what is happening now.
“That’s the question, what’s the new
normal? Lobsters are in a great place
right now, but a precarious place and

“During the last couple of years [at
DMR] my responsibilities changed,”
Wilson said, reflecting on his decision to apply for the director’s position. “I started supervising work on

scallops, urchins, shrimp and crab.
It opened up different exposures for
me. But the fundamental training
that Steneck and my lab mates fostered has really carried me through
and it applies to my new job.”
As the Marine Sciences Bureau director, Wilson is now in charge of 70
staff, a multi-million-dollar budget,
and bureaucratic complexities he did
not face in his earlier position. For
the next six months, he anticipates
spending a lot of time “soaking it all
in,” as he puts it. “Now I’m the least
knowledgeable person in the room.
It’s a little bit of a kick in the shins!”
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NEW CLIMATE MODELS PREDICT WARMER GULF OF MAINE
By Melissa Waterman
When it comes to portraying increasing global air and water temperatures, bigger has been the norm. The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) produces global climate Assessment Reports regularly; five have come out since
1990. These Assessments give an overview of projected changes in the world’s
climate and are produced through collaboration among thousands of scientists throughout the world. Those scientists use large clusters of computers to
model the world’s atmosphere, land, ice, and sea in order to project what may
happen in the future as additional amounts of greenhouse gases, particularly
carbon dioxide, enter the atmosphere.

The proportion of Gulf Stream Slope water that
enters the Gulf of Maine will steadily increase
with continued climate change, leading to a
warmer, saltier Gulf of Maine.

Georges Bank and the Northeast Channel are too small to be included in these
coarse models. These topographic features are particularly important to the
oceanography of the Gulf of Maine, which is more like an estuary when compared to the open ocean.
The Gulf is surrounded on three sides by two Canadian provinces and three
U.S. states. It also is enclosed underwater by Georges Bank and the Nova Scotia
Shelf. The only route for large volumes of deep ocean water to enter the Gulf is
via the Northeast Channel, which reaches 230 meters in depth. In addition to
the fresher and colder water sources from the north, freshwater is brought to
the Gulf, as it is to land-based estuaries, via the more than 60 rivers that drain
the Gulf ’s huge watershed.
“The position of the Gulf Stream Northern Wall is too far to the northwest in
the coarser, low-resolution climate models,” Saba continued. “The Gulf Stream
in these coarse models basically extends right over the Gulf of Maine, which
we know isn’t correct. I have more confidence in the high-resolution climate
model projections for the Gulf because these models reproduce the positions
and dynamics of the Gulf Stream and the Labrador Current, two major currents
that have a large influence on the Gulf of Maine,” he said.

But bigger is not always better, according to Dr. Vincent Saba, a Research
Fisheries Biologist with the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s Ecosystem
Assessment Program. “These climate change reports are based on global models,” Saba explained. “They operate on a big scale.”
While it may seem large to those who fish in it, the Gulf of Maine actually comprises a very small portion of the Atlantic Ocean. Because of its relatively small
size, many of the low-resolution models used to project the effects of climate
change may not be useful when applied to the Gulf.
“I explain it as the difference between a standard old-fashioned T.V. and the
new hi-definition T.V. The hi-def T.V. is crystal clear due to its high resolution,”
Saba said. “However, the IPCC assessment is based on low-resolution climate
models that cannot reproduce a crystal clear Gulf of Maine”
Saba and his colleagues at the NOAA Geophysical Fluid Dynamics Laboratory
are analyzing these new, high-resolution global climate models to assess their
ability to reproduce the Gulf of Maine and give a more precise view of the Gulf
of Maine’s future. These finer-scale climate models indicate that the Gulf may
warm and become saltier at a much faster rate than previously thought.
The low-resolution global climate models cannot reproduce the small-scale
elements of the Gulf of Maine, Saba explained. Topographic features such as
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The new Gulf of Maine computer models factor in physical features that
previous ones did not, such as the Northeast Channel. NOAA image.
Saba wants to know what will happen to water temperatures in the Gulf of
Maine over the next century. “In the models, atmospheric carbon dioxide concentrations are increased by 1% per year, which effectively doubles CO2 by the
end of the century. That’s pretty much business as usual. What we see is that
in 70 to 80 years, water temperatures in the Gulf of Maine become 1.5 to 3o C.
warmer than what the coarser models project by the end of this century. Keep
in mind that those models [presented in the IPCC Assessment Reports] project
about a 3o C. increase. So this would be another 1.5 to 3o on top of that.” That
warming, Saba emphasized, would take place throughout the water column,
not just at the surface, and in some areas of the Gulf, bottom waters may warm
faster than surface waters.
In part, that future warming will come from a higher frequency of warm and
salty Gulf Stream Slope water intrusions through the Northeast Channel.
According to Saba, the high-resolution climate models suggest that the proportion of Gulf Stream Slope water that enters the Gulf of Maine will steadily increase with continued climate change, leading to a warmer, saltier Gulf
of Maine. This dramatic change will likely have major impacts on the Gulf of
Maine’s marine ecosystem and its creatures.
Icing continued from page 15

uses 1.54 lbs/sq. ft. to represent the weight of slightly more than ½ inch of ice.
Thus if the square footage of your deck plus wheel house roof is about 326 sq.
ft., you have added 1000 pounds above the center of gravity of your boat with
just 1.3 inches of ice. Then there’s the additional weight from ice on vertical
surfaces.
Finally, it is not only the vessels that we are worried about this year, but the ice
in the harbors and the trouble that spells for harbors, marinas, and the ability
even to leave the harbor to undertake a fishing trip.
The bottom line: It is always important to monitor weather conditions constantly. In terms of the risk of icing, it is equally important to closely monitor
the air and water temperatures and wind speed in latitudes north of 38°N. Air
temperatures and wind speed can vary greatly from hour to hour and location to location. For more information you can download the chapter at www.
arctic-operations-handbook.info.
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Coalition continued from page 1

economy and enhance our national
energy security.”

tration agreed when the Department
of the Interior announced the 20172022 Outer Continental Shelf Oil
and Gas Leasing Draft Proposed
Program, which includes 14 potential lease sales for drilling in eight
planning areas, including 10 in the
Gulf of Mexico and one in the midand south Atlantic.
The Gulf of Maine is not in the Obama
administration’s planning area.
However, Richard Charter, a senior
fellow at The Ocean Foundation, a
national organization that opposes
offshore drilling, said the governor’s
move to join the coalition could embolden the oil and natural gas industry to again target a region it has long
coveted. “This is a dangerous path for
the governor to be following if anyone cares about the Gulf of Maine,”
said Charter, who has worked to oppose offshore drilling for 35 years.
Charter said the Obama administration’s lease project is in its infancy,
meaning it’s possible that it could
be changed or expanded if a governor supported it. He noted that the
U.S. House of Representatives passed
several bills in the last session that
would have allowed governors to re-

“What a governor
advocates for his or her
coastal waters absolutely has an effect on
the (White House) as
to where they consider
drilling or an effect on
the Congress.”
quest entry into the lease program
for their states. Those proposals
failed in the Senate, which was controlled by Democrats at the time,
but they could be revived now that
Republicans control both houses of
Congress.
“What a governor advocates for his
or her coastal waters absolutely has
an effect on the (White House) as to
where they consider drilling or an effect on the Congress,” said Charter.
He noted that one of the reasons the
North Atlantic and Pacific regions
were exempted from the Obama
administration’s lease project is because officials in those states had
united to oppose offshore drilling.
Pressing for expanded access
Environmentalists have fought to
limit offshore oil exploration and
drilling because of the use of seismic
testing, in which explosives are detonated to locate oil and gas deposits,
as well as the threat of widespread
damage from spills. The signature
catastrophe in offshore drilling has
been the Deepwater Horizon well
blowout in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.
The largest marine oil spill in the nation’s history – the blowout released
an estimated 4.1 million barrels of
crude into the gulf – continues to
have environmental impacts. At a

Do fishing, tourism, drilling mix?
LePage voiced support for offshore oil
drilling during the 2010 Republican
gubernatorial primary. He was heavily criticized for that by environmental groups and his opponents in the
election.

Jobs and energy security are two
reasons Gov. LePage joined the
coalition. Photo by M. Young.
conference on the spill’s effects this
week in Houston, researchers presented data showing that marine life
was killed throughout a 1,500-squaremile area, affecting whales and other
creatures, according to the Houston
Chronicle.
The Obama administration’s announcement in January was considered a victory for the governors’
coalition. In November, the Center
for Public Integrity reported that
governors in the coalition had met
directly with Interior Secretary Sally
Jewell to convince her to expand offshore drilling. It’s unclear if LePage’s
move to join the coalition will lead to
his advocacy for offshore drilling in
the Gulf of Maine. However, Charter
said it made sense that the coalition
would seek to recruit new members.
“They are highly motivated,” he said.

Dylan Voorhees, the clean energy
and global warming director for the
Natural Resources Council of Maine,
said it was “fitting and ironic” that
the governor would support offshore
drilling. Voorhees noted that the
LePage administration has worked
hard to oppose renewable energy

development in Maine, including its
efforts in 2013 to scuttle an offshore
wind project by the Norwegian company Statoil. “Now he’s working with
a group that wants to do offshore oil
and gas,” he said. “It’s absurd.”
Voorhees said Maine public officials
had historically opposed any effort
that would lead to offshore drilling.
He’s hoping that the tradition will
continue in spite of LePage.
“Historically it’s been a non-starter,
and for good reasons,” he said. “Our
economy is based on fisheries and
tourism, all of which is incompatible
with offshore oil drilling. … I would
like to think (drilling) is an unlikely
scenario.”
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Job creation, energy security
Data from the Institute on Money in
State Politics shows that governors
in the coalition, including its founder, Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal,
have benefited from contributions
from the oil and gas industry. North
Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory, chairman
of the coalition and a former executive with Duke Energy, sent a statement defending the group’s advocacy
for offshore drilling.
“Responsible exploration and development of oil and gas reserves off
our coast would create thousands of
good-paying jobs, spur activity in a
host of associated industries, generate billions of dollars in tax revenue
and move America closer to energy
independence,” he said.
In a news release, McCrory said the
addition of LePage “broadens the coalition’s geographic representation.”
He added, “I look forward to having a
new voice and perspective at the table
as we continue to push for responsibly expanding the use of our offshore
energy resources.” LePage joins the
governors of Alabama, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina and Virginia as members of
the coalition.
“I’m pleased to join the OCS
Governors Coalition and eager to
get to work,” LePage said in a written statement. “Safe, responsible
development of our offshore energy
resources will create jobs, boost our

Garbo depends on the hard work and
stewardship of Maine lobstermen.

Thank you !
3RXQG5G32%R[+DQFRFN0DLQH
SHWHG#JDUEROREVWHUFRP
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LOBSTERMEN, RESEARCHERS STUDYING BAROTRAUMA IN FISH
By Sarah Paquette
Chances are you have heard about the
dangers divers face when they return
to the water surface too quickly. The
change in pressure creates bubbles
of gas that form inside a diver’s body
causing what is commonly known
as the bends or decompression sickness. But did you know that fish can
suffer from a similar problem?
Most bony fish have a gas-filled organ
called the swim bladder that helps
maintain buoyancy. When the swim
bladder has too much gas inside it,
some fish are able to “burp” to allow
excess gas to escape. However, both
cod and cusk have a closed-off air
bladder controlled by a gas gland and
require hours to release the built-up
gas. When cod or cusk are pulled up
to the surface, for example, in a lobster trap, the rapid change in pressure can inflate their swim bladders,
causing barotrauma (literally “pressure trauma”). “They look like fish
balloons. That’s really the best way to
describe it,” said University of Maine
doctoral student Robert Boenish.
“The air in the swim bladder expands
with the reduction in pressure. It
could rupture or expand so much
that it pushes other organs out of the
body,” he explained.
Boenish and fellow graduate student
Jocelyn Runnebaum want to know if
cusk and cod can survive recompression by using lobster traps to return
the fish to depth. Runnebaum started the project in 2013 with a focus
on cusk. “Cusk is listed as a species
of concern by the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and is under status review
through the Endangered Species
Act,” she said.
Cusk are not a commercially important species and therefore are not
managed under the New England
Fisheries Management Council
(NEFMC). “There isn’t much data on
cusk. They are rarely caught during
surveys and are considered a rare
fish,” she said. Cusk have been under
internal review by NOAA since 2007
to determine their population status.

Keep your
traps fishing
even when
you can’t get
to ‘em!

Runnebaum hopes the data she and
Boenish collect will be useful to the
process. Their project has been able
to expand beyond cusk to include
cod after they received a SaltonstallKennedy Grant from NOAA.

too,” he said. Alley wanted to be involved in the project because he feels
it’s important to have good information when dealing with management
measures. “Sometimes the results
aren’t what you were hoping for, but

drop it back to the bottom. “We have
a GoPro camera and light we put in
a trap to record a time lapse of the
fish returning to the bottom,” said
Runnebaum. “We are seeing the cusk
survive. As of yet, I haven’t seen a fish
leave the trap, but that’s just within
a five-hour period.” The lobsterman
rehauls the trap with the returned
fish in it within a week’s time to determine if it is still there and if it is
alive or not.
For cusk, the next step is to work with
industry to determine other methods of recompression, aside from using lobster traps. Cod research will
begin this spring to investigate how
they respond to recompression, since
they are affected by barotrauma differently than cusk. “With talk about
closures earlier this year, the status
of cod has been a touchy subject.
The stock assessment assumes that
the discard mortality rate for cod is
100%. If we can show that it’s below
100%, that would reduce the chance
of closures and reduced quotas,”
Boenish explained.

Cusk and other groundfish suffer decompression when brought up in lobster
traps. Researchers are studying ways to reduce fish mortality from the process.
Photo courtesy of J. Runnebaum.

Runnebaum is working with a handful of volunteer lobstermen and the
Department of Marine Resources
(DMR) to collect data on the mortality rate of cusk caught in lobster traps.
The researchers go out with some
lobstermen to collect video data
while they haul; other lobstermen record their observations on their own.
Tim Alley has been keeping log sheets
since the project’s start. “I keep a
daily log of how many cusk are in my
traps, the location I catch them, the
bottom type, that kind of stuff,” said
the South Bristol lobsterman. He also
collects information on the condition
of the fish and whether or not it survives recompression. He sees more
cusk in the spring than at any other
time of the year. “That’s when we are
using fresh alewives for bait and that
seems to attract [the cusk]. It could
be the warmer water temperature,
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it’s always better to have some information,” he said. He hopes more lobstermen will become involved in this
project. “Anytime there is what I call
‘real-time data,’ hands-on stuff like
this, fishermen should be involved,”
Alley said.
Boenish, who has been a fisherman
himself on the West Coast, knows
how important it is to make sure
collecting data doesn’t interrupt
lobstermen’s routines. “We want to
make sure the methods of our study
don’t add work to a lobsterman’s day.
If we go out on boats, we like to help
where we can until a cod or cusk is
caught,” he said.
When a cod or cusk does come
up in a lobster trap, Boenish and
Runnebaum assess how badly it has
been affected by barotrauma, then
place it back into the front (kitchen)
of the trap and have the lobsterman

Runnebaum emphasized that this
research is still in the preliminary
stages and that they are continually
looking to answer questions posed by
the fishing industry. At the February
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
directors meeting, Boenish and
Runnebaum presented information
about their research and asked for
thoughts from the directors. “The
MLA board was very helpful and
had good feedback. It’s always good
to get anecdotal evidence from the
industry,” commented Boenish. “We
are hoping to find more fishermen
to be involved with this research to
get samples from different types of
environments. We greatly value the
involvement of lobstermen and think
it is important to have continued industry involvement throughout this
research,” said Runnebaum.
For more information about barotrauma or how to become involved in this
research, visit the project website at
http://umaine.edu/umaineskdiscardproject.
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Please join us at the Fishermen’s Forum on
March 6 from 10:30 a.m. to noon
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In the
NEWS
MAINE LOBSTER POPULAR
EXPORT DURING CHINESE
NEW YEAR
Chinese New Year, which took place
in February this year, is on the verge
of becoming Maine’s second-biggest
lobster shipping week of the year, behind the week of Christmas and New
Year’s Eve, according to industry officials.
China imports lobsters from Canada,
Australia, South Africa, the Caribbean
and elsewhere, but the market for the
U.S. variety is exploding, with the demand strong year-round, not just at
New Year’s. Federal export statistics
show that American exports of live or
processed lobster to China climbed
from $2.1 million in 2009 to $90.5
million in 2014. China bought about
12% of U.S. lobster exports in 2014, up
from 0.6% in 2009.
OCEAN ACIDIFICATION
FOCUS OF PROPOSED BOND
MEASURE
A state panel on ocean acidification
wants the state to borrow $3 million
so scientists can collect data about
increasing ocean acidity along the
Maine coast and its impact on key
tourism drivers such as the Maine
lobster. The panel spent several

than $7.5 million. Added to the overall landed value, the bonus figure
brings the total to more than $464
million.
months last fall studying published
science on carbon dioxide emissions
and in February released its recommendations on how the state should
address the problem. Among those
suggestions is creation of an standing Ocean Acidification Council to
address impacts of ocean acidification on Maine’s commercial marine
species.
PARASITE IN GREEN CRABS
AFFECTS LOBSTERS
A parasite found in green crab is
causing some concern among Nova
Scotia lobster buyers after research
showed the parasite can be transferred to live lobsters caught in traps
using green crab as bait. Researchers
at Dalhousie University and the
University of Prince Edward Island
published a study in February showing the parasite Profilicollis botulus,
normally found only in green crabs,
was found in significant numbers
of lobsters caught using green crab
bait. The scientists said the parasite
affects the lobster’s behavior, making
it more susceptible to predators. It
does not affect humans, however, or
the taste of lobster meat.

“During the 2014 season we saw a
perfect mix of conditions for economic improvement in the Maine
lobster fishery,” said Patrick Keliher,
DMR commissioner. “Not only were
landings at an historic high again,
a more predictably timed shed improved industry’s ability to manage
the supply.”
Unlike the 2012 season when an early
shed created a supply of new shell
lobsters that exceeded demand and
depressed value, the shed in 2014
happened later, allowing processors,
dealers, and restaurants to handle
them more profitably.
“Another significant reason for the
improved value for Maine lobster
this past year is the effort of Maine’s
lobster dealers who worked hard to
expand markets for Maine lobster,”
said Commissioner Keliher. “That
work will continue as the Maine
Lobster Marketing Collaborative
begins working with global marketing powerhouse Weber Shandwick
to grow markets for this sustainably
harvested Maine seafood.”

“Just as important, the Maine lobster
industry’s steadfast compliance with
conservation laws and regulations
has contributed to historic landings
for a third year in a row,” said Keliher.
“Measures such as size limits and
prohibitions on taking egg-bearing
female lobsters are embraced by industry. That voluntary compliance
is the backbone of the Maine lobster
fishery’s success.”
“In addition, favorable environmental conditions for growth and reduced predation on small lobsters
have allowed the resource to expand
dramatically since the late 1980s, in
particularly in eastern Maine during
the last ten years,” said DMR Marine
Science Bureau Director Carl Wilson.
Among the indicators of lobster population health tracked by DMR, the
American Lobster Settlement Index
shows an improved picture for the
future of the resource. “2014 marked
a return to near-average levels of settlement after three successive years
of low settlement, which is a favorable pattern change for the resource,”
said Wilson.

Irvine continued from page 3

port from harvester organizations
east and north of Halifax but the relative disorganization of the southwest
regions of the industry have made
finding a consensus difficult. As ever,
it will take strong political leadership
to move this ahead in all provinces.
But it is the right thing to do at the
right time.
Once again the lobster sector in
Canada faces a decision point – do

we move ahead together or go back
to our old pattern of regionalism or
provincialism? The structure of the
industry makes the former a tall order. But just because something is
difficult does not make it impossible.
This is the moment for those involved
in this industry to stretch beyond
our individual driveways and county
lines and work together as one.

Taxes continued from page 16

that, based on the difference between
what he estimated he would make in
2014 and what he actually did make,
he must return some of the subsidy
money to the government.
How much John will have to repay is
based on how far from his original
estimate his 2014 income is and how
far his income is from the federal
poverty level ($11,490 for an individual and $15,510 for a family of two).
If for some reason his income turns
out to be 400% above the federal poverty level ($45,690 for an individual
and $62,040 for a family of two) he
must repay all the tax credit subsidy
he received in 2014 for his health insurance. If his income turns out to be
between 200% and 400% of the poverty level, he must repay up to a certain capped amount, between $750
and $2,500, depending on his family
status.
If John Doe did not sign up for health
insurance at all in 2014, he will have
to pay a fine, called an individual responsibility payment, on his tax re-

turn of 1% of his annual income or a
flat dollar amount of $95 per person
and $47.50 per child under 18, whichever is greater. For 2015, however, if
he still does not have health insurance, that fine jumps to 2% of his income or $325 per person and $162.50
for each child. The payment increases each year.
“It’s difficult to estimate income in
this industry. Although an explanation of how the tax credits are reconciled is part of the application
process, it’s difficult to know where
you land until taxes are done the
following year,” McNutt said. It’s a
challenge using the healthcare.gov
system for self-employed people because the application requires an
estimated household income for the
coming year. “We’ve tried to encourage people to reassess their income
estimate quarterly through the year,
so if income seems to be more than
predicted, an update can be made to
adjust accordingly before the end of
the year,” she added.
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March 3
ASMFC Hearing on Northern Shrimp Public
Information Document, 7-9 p.m., Urban Forestry
Center, Portsmouth, NH. FMI: douglas.grout@wildlife.nh.gov.
March 5-7
Maine Fishermen’s
Rockport.

Forum,

Samoset

Resort,

March 6
MLA Annual Meeting, 9 a.m., Samoset Resort,
Rockport.
March 7
ASMFC Hearing on Northern Shrimp Public
Information Document, 1-3 p.m., Camden Room,
Samoset Resort, Rockport. FMI: terry.stockwell@
maine.gov.
March 15-17
Seafood Expo North America, Boston, MA.

March 16
Maine Lobster Reception, 5:30-7 p.m., Exchange
Conference Center, Boston Fish Pier. FMI: info@lobsterfrommaine.com or 207-541-9310.
March 20-21
Canadian/U.S. Lobstermen’s Town meeting
Saint John, New Brunswick. FMI: 581-1443.
March 30
ASMFC Hearing on Northern Shrimp Public
Information Document, 6– 8 p.m., Casco Bay Ferry
Terminal, Portland. FMI: terry.stockwell@maine.
gov.
Upcoming
April 1
MLA Directors’ meeting, noon, Darby’s Restaurant,
Belfast. FMI: 967-4555.

This year there is free admission to the meeting
for all lobstermen who have never attended a
Lobstermen’s Town Meeting and for those who
fish in the Grey Zone (around Machias Seal
Island). The event is organized by The Lobster
Institute at the University of Maine. Chief
sponsors are Luke’s Lobster/Cape Seafood,
Craig’s All Natural, East Coast Seafood/Paturel
International, and Fishery Products/Highliner
Foods.

Councils continued from page 15

Each year after the program is established, the
DMR Commissioner will determine the number of additional new island resident licenses
in a given year. Anyone receiving such a license
must remain living on the island for eight years
before he or she could leave the island and fish
that license from somewhere else.
Currently there is a long waiting list to gain a
lobster license in Zone B, unless one is a student already lobstering. Frenchboro has just
61 residents, according to the 2010 federal
census. According to Kim Smith, a town selectman, the island limited entry program would
act as an incentive for lobstermen, anxious to
get their own license, to move to the island. In
2012 the Cranberry Isles, also in zone B, began
an island limited entry program to ensure that
young people from the islands would be able
to lobster and not move away.
Lobstermen on Chebeague Island, on the other hand, aren’t happy with their limited entry
program. According to Sarah Cotnoir, zone liaison at DMR, their goal wasn’t to attract more
people to the island to lobster, it was to allow
those who already live there to get a license.
“I’ve received an email indicating that they
would like to terminate the program,” she said.
The Casco Bay islands have a different set of
issues than some of Maine’s more remote islands located up the coast. There is concern
on Chebeague that someone could circumvent
the waiting list for Zone F by establishing a
residence on the island and fishing and spending much of their time elsewhere. While that
person might technically meet the program
requirements, the intent is to attract people
committed to the island community.

April 21 – 23
NEFMC meeting, Mystic, CT. FMI: www.nefmc.org.
April 21
Comments due on National Marine Fisheries
Service Proposal to Expand Right Whale Critical
Habitat. FMI: www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mediacenter/2015/02/13_02_rightwhalecriticalhabitat.html.
April 29
Comments due to National Marine Fisheries Service
on Draft Marine Mammal Stock Assessments
FMI: www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/01/29/2015-01751/draft-2014-marinemammal-stock-assessment-reports.

April 14
Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative meeting.

U.S.-Canadian Lobstermen’s Town Meeting in March
The 2015 Canadian/U.S. Lobstermen’s Town
Meeting will be held in Saint John, New
Brunswick, on March 20-21. This year’s Town
Meeting is being held in honor and memory
of Klaus Sonnenberg of Grand Manan Island,
who died in a plane crash last year. The meeting will feature topics Klaus was interested in
such as management of the Grey Zone and
the effects of ocean acidification and climate
change on eggers.

April 15
Comments due on ASMFC Northern Shrimp Public
Information Document. FMI: www.asmfc.org.

Habitat Amendment
The NEFMC spent ten years drafting the
Omnibus Essential Fish Habitat Amendment,
which affects all fisheries management plans
for commercially harvested species in New
England and the mid-Atlantic states.
Lobstermen in the zones F and G are concerned about possible closures of waters
around Jeffrey’s Ledge, Cashes Ledge and
Bigelow Bight. Those closures would only apply to bottom mobile tending gear targeting
species like groundfish. Some fear, however,
that the rules could change in the future and
potentially exclude lobster gear in some of
these closures, which worries lobstermen.
There is also concern about the proposal to
reopen a portion of the western Gulf of Maine
closure to shrimping as this area has become
an important winter fishing ground for many
lobstermen. Any reconfiguration of existing
groundfish closures would lead to significant
gear conflict.
Steve Taylor, a zone G council member, doesn’t
want to see any portion of Jeffrey’s Ledge offlimits to lobstering. “Lobstermen are tending
more and more to go there, offshore, because
the lobsters are going out there,” he said. “It’s
closed to draggers now so you don’t have
much gear loss.” Approximately 30 lobstermen
fish in the area around Jeffrey’s Ledge, so any
closure would have a significant effect in the
two zones. While the zone F and G councils
did not take any official action to register their
discomfort, the members clearly are anxious
to “stay on top of it,” as Taylor put it.

TRI-COUNTY LITERACY
Serving Lincoln, Sagadahoc,
and northern Cumberland Counties
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HARD WINTER LOCKS IN MANY HARBORS

The winter of 2015 is in the record books for many towns along Maine’s
coast. The ocean turns to ice when the water temperature is approximately 29O F. The sub-zero temperatures throughout February caused
ice to form in dozens of harbors, locking in those fishing vessels still on
their moorings. These pictures show the Friendship harbor frozen solid
from the shore to Friendship Long Island. Photos by Beth Birmingham,
courtesy of the Courier-Gazette newspaper.

Looking for live crab and lobster supply
for the 2015 season.
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